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Art Skills Share in Kennedy Plaza, Summer 2011. All photography by Jesse Banks III and New Urban Arts.

Students read aloud collaborative poetry written at the Studio Challenge Day, January 2011

Alumna artist mentor Jane Androski

Events to look 
forward to include:
October 28: Summer Art Inquiry Exhibition

December 9: Artist Mentor Exhibition

February 10: Student Mid-Year Exhibition

March & April: Series of Conversations on 

Creative Practice

May 18: End of Year Art Party & 15th Year 

Birthday Celebration

Check www.newurbanarts.org for more 

details on our gallery events, as well as 

up-to-date additions to our event calendar. 

Many big things have been happening in New Urban Arts, and 

alumni around the country have been talking about them. This 

past year there has been a handful of alumni get-togethers in 

Boston, New York and, of course, Providence. Most of the 

conversations have been focused on two ideas: the big move 

and life after New Urban Arts. 

You may be surprised that many of our alumni still have strong 

creative practices. From painting to art education, they are 

doing big things. The Providence and Boston gatherings had 

awesome turnouts, mostly from recent alums. The gathering 

in New York had a lot of alumni from the early years at the 

studio. But all had fun art making. 

In New York and Boston there were all-out free art-for-all 

activities – an afternoon full of art supplies and drawing 

sessions. Sarah Greenfi eld (Boston alumna) loved the young 

children that joined in the art making during the Boston 

session. In New York recent alums made amazing connections. 

Sothdra John Nguon, who at the time had just moved to the 

Big Apple, found this event to be really helpful. Living in a 

huge city, it can be hard to reach out and make new friends, 

but this event reminded him that NUA is a family. 

Providence alums got an experience other gatherings didn’t—

a tour of the new space. As a whole the entire event was 

focused around the move. From NUA transition stickers to 

a grand list of things we would take with us, everyone got 

to think about placemaking. Overall, all the events got to 

talk about the big move and many had concerns that it would 

change the feeling of NUA. But one quote sums up what New 

Urban Arts is and answered most concerns about the move:

It’s going to be great. Don’t worry 

… they will fi gure it out. The students 

will fi gure it out.

Alumni Reunite by Alumna Student Ashley Escobedo

 Find out how to…
get involved with New Urban Arts. Everyone brings 

something unique to the community, and together all of these 

talents and efforts make us stronger. 

…enroll as a student anytime throughout the year. 

…mentor for an entire school year, from October 

through May. We accept applications every September.

…volunteer for the duration of a special project, 

especially if you are skilled at carpentry, gallery 

installation or data-entry.

…become a donor of tax-deductible art materials and 

equipment or monetary gifts. Support New Urban Arts 

throughout the year by becoming a monthly sustainer at 

newurbanarts.org/getinvolved_donate.html. 

Sponsorship opportunities are available for exhibitions, 

performances and our annual fashion show. 

Application forms for students, artist mentors and 

volunteers are online at www.newurbanarts.org 

or at our studio at 705 Westminster Street.



Sitting in the 
Questions
The publication documenting our fi rst Institute 

of Other Signifi cant Pursuits is now available.

It can be downloaded for free at: 

www.newurbanarts.org

A limited edition artist publication is available 

for purchase by contacting us. A printed edition 

is available for purchase online at Lulu Press: 

http://stores.lulu.com/newurbanarts

Students teaching one another how to knit and crochet at the 

How-To Fair, April 2011

Storytelling Night at the Institute of Other Signifi cant Pursuits, August 2010 

Student Legend Lowell participates in Writing on the Wall at Studio 

Challenge Day, January 2011

It’s hard to do new things. But sometimes it’s also pretty 

hard to sit around tapping your fi ngers against whatever 

surface you have been sitting at for an hour, utterly bored, 

thinking about all of the awesome things you could be doing 

(or making) instead. So, you push yourself into something 

new. And maybe it’s diffi cult and you’re not sure how you feel 

about it at the beginning, but then something great happens.

On January 28th we decided to try something new. 

Way, way new: silence. We had our fi rst ever studio-wide 

Challenge Day. We started by getting to know each other’s 

names courtesy of the Student Team Advisory Board. 

Next, studio alumni opened their own histories to new 

students in some intense storytelling circles. They shared 

their experience of crossing the street from school to our 

community arts studio.

And then, the unprecedented happened: we were silent 

for one hour. And we made art. Amazing, beautiful, 

wing-beating things. Poems, drawings, secret collages that 

fl eshed out our own wishes and thoughts in a safe space, 

representations of our hearts connected by twinkling lights, 

and we had a conversation about New Urban Arts on the 

wall. It was amazing. 

Sure, there was a box drawn on the fl oor that you could talk 

inside and, sure, you could say the safe word: Marshmallow. 

But in that strange clipping of scissors, occasional yelps of 

surprise or encouragement, and murmurs of “marshmallow,” 

there was a sense of newness, bravery, and excitement that 

felt, well, the opposite of boring.

 Silent Studio 
Challenge
by Artist Mentor Alice Costas 

Last year, ten New Urban Arts alumni mentors, four arts 

mentoring fellows, and several staff members launched The 

Institute of Other Signifi cant Pursuits in hopes of introduc-

ing a new way to continue supporting artist mentors 

beyond the boundaries of our studio. Held the weekend 

of August 28-30, 2010, the Institute explored the effect 

of Arts Mentoring on the development of creative prac-

tice in the lives of former mentors and also looked at the 

issues and challenges of creating an effective practice as a 

community-engaged artist. 

Participants shared experiences, documented the ways in 

which their experience at New Urban Arts has shaped their 

thinking, and left the Institute with an action plan for next 

steps in their work. Refl ecting on the weekend, one par-

ticipant commented, “My biggest takeaway is connect-

ing who I am to what I do and how I do it, to thereby 

create a sustainable, sustaining practice and a personal 

sense of meaning in living.”

The Institute included a public event, Connecting 

Narratives: A Public Storytelling Night, attended by 

over 50 community artists and NUA supporters, that 

highlighted the complexities of community arts education 

and practice.  

 The Institute of Other Signifi cant Pursuits

To fi nd out what New Urban Arts

is up to, including the latest 

opportunities to get involved and 

connect with the studio, sign up to 

receive our Monthly E-news at

www.newurbanarts.org

Get an inside look at 

New Urban Arts on Flickr:

www.fl ickr.com/photos/newurbanarts

Join the conversation on our blog:

newurbanarts.blogspot.com

Follow us on Twitter:

twitter.com/newurbanarts

Find us on Facebook:

www.facebook.com/newurbanarts

Download the free curriculum 

from our thematic summer 

program, the Art Inquiry:

www.newurbanarts.org/blogs.html

Purchase printed publications 

of our Program Resource Guides 

online at Lulu Press. This format 

allows readers to easily adapt 

activities to their own educational 

environment or personal artistic 

practice. “Encountering Encoun-

ter” from our 2010 Summer Art 

Inquiry is available now:

http://stores.lulu.com/newurbanarts

Check out our online resources 

on mail art, including live video 

demonstrations and a large 

archive of letters written to 

Providence that we collected 

through a public letter-writing 

project called “Dear Providence”:

http://dearprovidence.org/

Studio Life Online

New Urban Arts is a great place to 

express yourself and to BE yourself. 

For me it is a home away from home.

– Sierra Clay ton, student

I found myself listening to poetry 

or collaboratively drawing and 

recognizing that the people with 

whom I was sharing my weekend 

were so clearly world changers.

– Zach Clark, alumnus ar t ist  mentor


