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Postsecondary Transition and College Enrollment 

New Urban Arts invited 21 seniors to participate at its year-end Art Party and graduation Ceremony.  

Generally, New Urban Arts recognizes seniors at its year-end graduation ceremony who have 

participated actively over multiple years or enrolled in their senior year of high school and made great 

contributions to our community. All 21 successfully completed their high school diplomas (two 

completed alternative GED programs). 

 

Nine of our seniors were eligible to participate in our College Visions partnership based on 

socioeconomic and educational criteria. College Visions (CV) is a Providence-based nonprofit 

organization focused on college access and success for first-generation college students from low-

income households. CV was founded by an alumni artist mentor, Simon Moore. Every year, 7-15 

seniors participate in intensive college advising and placement. Seniors who have participated at New 

Urban Arts for one year at New Urban Arts are eligible to apply to participate. Since this partnership 

began, 98% of participants have successfully enrolled in college. Last all participants successfully 

enrolled in a colleges including Rhode Island College, The University of Rhode Island and Salem 

College. 

Gallery Attendance and Exhibitions 

 



The 2012 Summer Art Inquiry 

The theme of the 2012 Summer Art Inquiry was Mythology. Through independent research, field trips, 

visiting artists, and a mix of structured individual and group artmaking activities, students invented 

fictional worlds and imaginary creatures, developed origin stories and hero archetypes, and uncovered 

the evolutions of their own personal mythology. Students met with local artist Pippi Zornoza during a 

visit to the Natural History Museum located at Roger Williams Park. Another fieldtrip was to the 

Tomaquag Memorial Museum, which fosters dialogue regarding native culture, history, the arts, and 

modern-day native topics. Students learned the history of indigenous people of Rhode Island through 

stories and mythologies about their home state. Artist and scholar-in-residence Peter Hocking, a 

professor at RISD and Goddard College led an art critique on the last day of the program. 

 

Progress Toward Youth Participant Objectives 

The Art Inquiry is a rigorous internship; to receive their $400 stipend, youth participants must 

successfully complete both collaborative and independent art projects demonstrating their learning, 

meeting standards for success established by students, their artist mentors and the Program Director: 
 

 
 

 

 

 Students are to meet all other contractual obligations necessary, including attendance 

requirements. All but one student met this objective who had to miss the last week of program 

due to a family crisis; all students received stipends. 
 



As mentioned the summer Art Inquiry program culminates in a public art exhibition, the publication of 

a program resource guide as well as public workshops in the community facilitated by students. We are 

grateful for the support that The Textron Charitable Trust has provided for the Summer Art Inquiry, a 

program that uniquely combines art, academics and employment skills for youth. 


