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Providence, one of the programs that wi

Smaller programs brace for loss of federal dollars

By ALISHA A.PINA ...
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PROVIDENCE — It’s no
wonder 17-year-old Noel
Puello thinks of New Urban
Arts as his home.

He makes waffles there
most mornings and races
back after school to unwind
and laugh with friends. It’s
also where the budding fash-
ion designer and sculptor
honed what could be his fu-
ture career.

“It’s one of the only places
I feel comfortable being me,”
Puello said. While he’s excit-
ed about college in the fall, “I
don’t want to leave.”

New Urban Arts’ execu-
tive director, Jason Yoon,
says the studio’s programs,
all free, expose nearly 450
teens to opportunities they
probably couldn’t afford or
find in the distressed neigh-
borhoods where many live.
Its artist mentors also en-
courage them to be leaders,
dream wildly and embrace
what’s outside of their com-
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Emmy Bright, an artist mentor with New Urban Arts,
watches Sherly Torres stitch the binding on her art project.

fort zones.

The nationally honored
organization — which out-
grew its two previous spaces
— never turns away students
and relies on charitable, lo-
cal and federal grants for
more than half of its

$450,000 of operating costs.

Providence is not likely to
help fund New Urban Arts —
and possibly more than 60
others it previously support-
ed — this coming fiscal year.

The city is being. pushed
by the federal Department of
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Kaylianni Threats, left, 6, of Providence, plays a patty-cake game with friends at the Wanskuck Boys & Girls Club in
Il benefit from new HUD guidelines for allocating federal block grants.
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Housing.and Urban Devel-
opment to change how it dis-
tributes the community de-
velopment money it has
been getting for nearly four
decades. The new strategy
calls for awarding a few "
large grants — rather than

many small grants — so that

the money will have a great-
er impact.
Not complying, HUD

warned in a February letter,
would be “cause for con-
cern” when the federal agen-'
cy considers its next alloca-
tion for Providence.
Communities nationwide,
including many in Rhode Is-
land, already switched to
HUD’s approach because
they want to help the most
with less grant money.
Providence received 8.6
percent less — about $4.7
million — from HUD for the
coming year. This year’s
money was 16.5 percent less
than the previous year.
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