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FLiP volume 16
New Urban Arts © 2019
Providence, RI

FLiP is published annually by students and mentors at New Urban Arts, a
nationally recognized interdisciplinary art studio for high school students
and emerging artists in Providence, Rhode Island. Our mission is to build
a vital community that empowers young people as artists and leaders

to develop a creative practice they can sustain throughout their lives.

FLiP volume 16 was created by high school students and artist
mentors at New Urban Arts in Providence, RI, in May 2019.

The FLiP 2019 Team:

Zaidee Everett, Artist Mentor
Dean Sudarsky, Artist Mentor
Alexis Wood Trujillo, Artist Mentor

Cover Artwork by
Jay Gomes

Extra Special Thanks to
Sir Speedy Cranston

COME TALK TO US:
New Urban Arts

705 Westminster Street
Providence, RI 02903
www.newurbanarts.org

Follow us @newurbanarts
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April Break Collaborative Print
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A Muslim Woman in Covering
by Atiyyah Mayaleeke

Yes

| am hot in this

No

| am not forced to wear this
Maybe

I'll wear this to bed

Only if | am feeling a bit lazy

I am a Muslim

And this is my Hijab

And for any listeners who are not aware
And for any onlookers who are not familiar
This is a result of my choice

Not the result of the choice of a man

Not my father. Not an uncle

Or the choice of anyone else as a matter of fact
You see

The reasons behind it are a little more sound

Now there are three major issues with being a Hijabi, a Mutahajibah
One who wears the hijab

One:

Is often being confined to the diminutive box consisted of stereotypes and
misconceptions

The ones that give people the idea that we are voiceless

The ones that lead us to be sometimes thought as terrorists

Like the mother of the little girl from across the street

Told she can’t play outside anymore

At least not while the terrorists are

The ones that leave people weary
When an Arabic word is uttered from my lips
The ones that lead people to believe that we are restricted

That we can't be stylish, and modern
That it prevents us from participating in sports and other activities
That we can’t possibly be empowered or a part of the feminist movement

Two:

It lies within a question that | find myself getting fairly often
That | can imagine a few of you thinking

“Why?”

“Why is that you wear that?”

It is not the same for everyone of us

| hope to make that clear

Being a person who wears the hijab is defined by the being

For some, it is a religious duty and they feel as though they have to
For some, it is simply to please someone that they hold with regard
To feel that sense of pride

For some, it is a fashion statement

And for some, it's a path to tread

For their own reason

is still in the works

Three:

The third issue

With being a Mutahajibah

The real issue

Is that it does get quite hot in the summer

Nonetheless

The concerns and the curiosity is valid

| am only to make a point

A point that has been and will be reiterated throughout time

Here to assure people that we are capable of everything that you are
And that I'm not here to harm anyone

And I'm not oppressed

And | don't plan to change a thing

So
From a Muslim woman in covering
Not a Muslim woman in hiding

Yes
| am hot in this

No

I am not forced to wear this
Maybe

I'll wear this to bed

Only if | am feeling a bit lazy
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