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、∩rHAT cAN PUBLIC ART TEACH
PUBLIC HUMANITIEs?

susgn srnu`/gn

Introduction

Vˇhat can Brow1】 (Jn1vcsity,an chtc,Ivy Lcaguc schoo1,and thc sc1】 olas、vllo、vork

thcrc,lca1△△f∶oln a slnd1,scrappy,non-pront ancr~sch。 ol a1△ progl∶n11△ ,locatcd about a

111.11C al四
·
ay i.orn calnpus on WcstlnⅡ 1stcr St1ˉcct,Caucd Newˉt1rban A1ts?In thc past,Ⅵ ⒎e

bclicvcd that thc UnivcrsiV切ught thc local conm1um″ ·Proltsso$kncw about lit-

cmtulc,l△istoly,and alt and should go ofcan△ pus and hdp ord1.nary pcoplc(who alc

not as sn11‘ 11t as Wc缸c)to bCttcr apptc1(1tc thc world and thc humamticsthat dcscnbc it.

I、入̀
ant to ask thc qucstion thc Othcr、

vay-w1△at can t1△c co11△ |nun1ty tcach tlac uliu-

vcsityP Whdc thc Organizat1on focuscs orl youtl)a11d thc crcat1vc v1sual alts,cvcryonc

atINcwˉtJrban Ar“ in Provldcnce,1R上 odc Isla1△d,wntcs a lot.Thc∞ an△s of Wntn1g

con111△ g outofNc、 v U1·ban Ar1s rclnind 1△ 1c t1】atthe hun△ anlties cⅪst to cxplmn thc ar“ ,

I contcnd that,in addition to i“ at practice,thc cOI△1r11unity at Nc``Ulban~A.1ts

cngagcs n1 a New(Jrban hun1anit1cs,a Fonn of radicd hulna111tics,that sclvcs as an

cXan)plc女 )rho、v thc hu11△anitIcs could nounsh in thc tⅥ 7cnty~n俗 t ccntury.

Maybc thc qucstion of、 vhat can NcⅥ /Urban Arts tcach∶ Bro、vn’sC)cntcr for

1)ublic Iˉ Iun1anitics should bc tbougllt of as soln.cthing biggcr.What can pub11c

art,and thc contc111pora、 厂artists rcthinki1△ g、711at it n1ca11s to、 Vork ir1 public,

tcach hurnanitics scholarsP Ans、 vcinng this qucstion opcns a ncw approach to the

so-ca11cd 
“
cnsis 1n thc hun△ anitics.’

’ 'I·
he huInanit1cs 止0cc fc哂⒎cr studcnts, lcss

funding,and i11.any jokcs about our irrelevancc.We arc sccr1-a11d sec Oursclvcs

as 11ot vcry hclpful to pcoplc i11 thc“ rcal’
’
、vorld.1 

·
r1·1c lcssons of thc alts could

help thc hu111.an】 tics i11 thcir qucst to bcCo11△ c1110rC“ public” and to think about

t1】 c conscquc1△ ccs and possibilitics of that 1△△ovc. 111 particular,this cssay cxa11△ -

ines social practicc art Il〗 1d Ⅵ
'llat its prcccpts ca1o tcac11 tllosc c)f us`v1ˉ

1o practicc
“
public hulllallitics.”

Wlldt((lll l`lbll(Ait lca(|ll)l“ )I(|l""ldlllll(·、′ `9

s()cial pract1cc a1△ opcrates i11 four 111ct11()do1()gical arld idcologic(ll vcct()ls 
′
1.llc

art bcglns and rclnains public alld co11111111n1tyˉ bascd; proccss is ils ilnport(lll( .ls

product;a1△ d a11 t1△ c alt is conab()rativc.lll additio11,its approacll is Iˉ oorc(lin so(iill

Justicc activis111 and it takcs up issucs of raCial a11d gcndcr i11cclualitγ (ls\vCll ils t|lc

sourCcs a1△ d a111clioratio11 of povcrty. Evcn if tllc“ crlsis” solllcti111cs scc11)`()VCl

blo、vn,thc 11u11△ anities slaould n△ akc a dilIt`rencc 111 0ur soc1cty,sho1I|(l col)(1ˉ ibtit(·

to soCia1 justicc,just as thc arts do.How can wc rcconccivc thc l)ulnani(ic、 l、 v

considcr】 11g bo、v thcy 11△1ght l)c practiccd in publicP

It 、vas probably· ncvcr possiblc for 1|oculty a11d studc11ts t() stutly all(l l(、 ll ll

scparatcd士 ro111 thc、Vorld.Studcnts and taculty llavc al、 vays c11gagctl ill l)()lit I【 |,

liut、vc tcnd to think about studcnt political actions, tls CruCial (ls tllcy ll"、 “·

bcc11 to our tbinking and~our livcs,as son1cthing cxtra to t11c utlivcrsity, llo( ll、

central n△1ssion. Scicntists curc diseascs a1△ d flx o1|prcvcllt CtlViroll111(`ll1,ll (l” ,

astcrs,、vhilc tllose、v11o st△1dy policy dcscribc 11o、 v to bcttcr 1t11)、Vll()lc(lllcs ol

countrics.Largc parts of t1△ e univcrsity 1|11attcr bccausc t11cy provitlc il(1、 \`′ (△

`l()
qucstions that socicty nccds answcrcd.A1△ d I would say tlnat 11ulllallitics sttI(l(· lll、

llavc always co11trib`ltcd s〈〉cial and cultural i11sigl△ ts t111· otlgl) tl)ci1·  l)()11(l(· ll

activitics, btlt suc1△  activitics havc 
ˉ
bccn t11ought of as disruptiolls, In【 )IC (|,.tll

Co11tr1butlons.

Most pcoplc undcrstand history,to usc Onc cxa11△ plc, 11s a 、vay()I· s1.tlvil)ll oll

doo111-as irl the quotation∶  
‘‘

1「hosc 、vho do11’ t kno、 v 11istory ilr〈 ` doolllc(l “,

rcpcat it.”  Most pcoplc undcrstand t11c wOrk of historians ill tllis \.vtly livcly

c()u11try、vallts to lcar11 1ironn its succcssCs alad 111ost rcce11tly, tllosc ofˉ tls il) (|)(·

Unitcd Statcs havc bccn thinking about our fiilurcs,pr1ncipally,slavcry illl(l tllc

()ivil`V· ar.HoⅥ/can l″ c̄ lcarn trOI1△ thosc cvcnts and institutions all(l、 vlltlt lc、 、(n)、

ilrc t11c r1ght o11cs to lCarnP I’ 111 proud of a rangc of historla11s、 v11o llav〈 `、
l)()k(·

ll

a11d、″ntte11 about 111c111onals to the(∶ )on10deratc slavc~ow11Cs t11at still c、 l、 t lll

`111cr1can citics a1】

d、.v1oat should 1△ appcIa to t11c11△ .2

t′llcrc havc al、 vays bccn~lhistory· n△uscu111s,historic 1△ ouscsi and culturtII I)〈 ·
l l1,lllC

、itcs. 
·
rhcsc cxist arou11d tI∶1c 、vorld_so11△ Cti11△cs to tcaCh thc lcsso11s o1· lli、 l()ly,

so111Ctin1cs Just to prcscrvc history 111 casc it suddcnly bcco111cs a11 cvcl)t o1ˉ il pl‘ l((·

\vc can lcar11 fron.. Audicnccs、 v1△ 0 vlsit thCsc sitcs havc bccn nlostly l)(lssiv`‘

rccciving thc 、visdo111/knowlcdgc/scholarship of 11istorlans and allt11ropol()!ll′ I′

t1】 rough wall labc1s o1。 tour guidcs.

scholars in litcraturc and thc arts havc takc1】  part i11 public discoul、
`‘

 l)v

cxplail△ ing l)oⅥ严 pcoplc s11ould apprcciatc poctry, plays, 11oVCls, 111usi(、  ()l

Paintings.Thcrc arc so11△ c cXCCptio11s,particularly、 vith t】1)t1)ropol()gist、 〈)I Clll

l)olllusiCologists、 vho participatc in art 111aking as part of t11c11∶ stuclics. ``ll(l,(l|

coursc,thcrc havc bcc11 artists on univcrsity f.ocultics、 vllo 11avc lnatic tlrti ills(c,l(I

ofˉ 、vnting ab(〉 ut picces of art a11d litcratu1ˉ c tllat alrca(ly cxist.T· l)()sc\Vl)〈 )(1(· ,ll(‘

art llavc also 11ad a 111ixcd rclationsl)ip 、vitl) (l)cil illl(iicl)c cs. solllctilllCs ,11(i、 I、

livc likc gc111uscs, ‘llollC` ill all (lttit, (ollll)()′ lllll()I P· lil)tillg(IIl(l t.ll(· ll l)1· cscl)1‘ llll

dlcir work R)r otlacrs to ildmilc,|"l1,lm中 ih.lvc,dso sol)tC(imcs wolkc(|"l
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public ways by sculpt1ng statucs i1△ town squarcs(likC thC Confodcrate 1monu-

11△ ents gctting so 11·luCh attcntion in t1△ c(Jnited statcs)or painting lmurals on

public build1ngs,

`Vˉ

c havc usua1~1y thought of public art as belonglng, as sitcd, 1n thc to、 v·n

squarc,or thc shopping n△an,。r i11 nont of a big skyscraper.T11at kind of public

art is On one cnd of sca1.c-It appcars in pubhc and vlsitots 1ook at it.1;ut 1’ 1△△

1△1orc intcrcstcd in public art· at thc Other cnd of thc scalc, bcglr1ning M7ith a

n△en△o1△al dcsig艾 1Cd for a passivc audlencc but· vv1△ich c1△ angcd ho、v、vc tlilink of

public a甙 ,

A压aya Lin,a youmg C)hincsc A11△ cn~can studcnt,、 vas c1△ osen to dcsign and install

a Fncn△ona1 to`严主ctnaln′函厂ar vctcrans in′呙'ashington,lDC,in 1983.1rhcrc arc
n△any things to say about this bcautiful 1△ △c11·101△ a1Consisting of t、vo picccs ofblaCk

1△1arblc in a V shape,built文nto the landscapc,and c1△graved with thc na11△ cs of

Alncrican soldicrs 、vho dicd in thc ·扒厂ar. 
·
VV·c can talk about thc controvcrsy

surrounding its desigrlcr and its dcsign;、 vc can talk about thc 11△ c1△ 10r1al and 1ts

comnussion as subsututc Or ln叩 bc a palimpscst,奶 r t11c public stmgglc Ovcr thc

Vietna11· 1 War. 13ut as a plccc of pubhc art, thc Victnan△ Men△orlal bcca1△ 1e an

eady, and paroal, cxa11△ plc of the 、vay in 、vhic11 neⅥ⒎ forIns of art bcca1· nc

part1c1patory.

I0ill t11o11ght hard about、 vhat 1△1-cn△ orials n△ cant to individua.ls and to socicty

a11d scarclncd 11istory for 11● odcls,s11e、 va1△ tcd vlsitors to bc ablc scc thcir rcincc~

ti()11s ill t11c laig111y polished 111arblc that also hstcd thc na111cs of thc、 var dcad.3

llut visitors、vcnt thr bcyond that_nrst t。 n.akc rubbings ofparticular nan△ es and

thcll l)y lcaving things Incaningnll t。 thcln.Thc phcnon△ cnom was so widcsprcad,

a1)d so ilnportarlt,that the S11△ ithso1△ ian’ s Nat1o11al R4useuna of A11△ er1can I1ist。 ry

built al)cxl)1bit of thc ot)uCcts lct1 by visito邓 to thC ViCtnan1 Aden△ ona1,4V1s1tors

also uscd thc wa.11 as a placc to 111cCt aind talk to pcople thcy kne、 vˉ a1△ d pcoplc

they d1dn’ t know.Public pa1△ 1cip‘lt1on changcd thc sculptura1 mcn△ onal in ways

that ncithcr thosc who coniu1△ 1ssioncd it,nor LⅡ△,11-ad considercd.

The ncxt wavc of public attists thought 11△ ore dirccdy about such intcracoⅥ ty,

about、 vhat thc vlsitors、 vantcd, how to cngagc thc1n l△ 11△△ak11△ g thc art, and

about socia1 changc..A.rt1sts Ⅵ/orked in a rangc of11c· Ⅵ7· Ways that com△bincd art and

activ1s11△ , arti and co1△
·
1111.unity· cngagcn△ cr1t, art alr1d coⅡ aboration. 1dcas about

pubhc art bcgan to change and alt1sts lookcd to oldcr schools of art,and 1ndiv1-

dua~l artists and activists,for 1nsplrat1on,'ro1△ .F1nkclpcar1,forn△ cdy∶lDircctor ofthe

QuCCn’ s.Muscum and thcn t11c Commissioncr ofthc Ncw York Ci″ Dcp缸t-

Inent of Cultula1 AfIcl;rs pointcd to Guy Dcbord,JosCph BCuys,and Paolo F伦 irc,

Ⅵ.'n11ng that:“ thcy pron1otcd idcas that柄⒎ould innucncc A.11△cncan artists’ c次1△cr-

gcnt practice of social灯 coopCrativc ait.A111ong othcrs,thcse· wntcrs hclpcd plant

thc sccd of the activatcd audicncc that was translated by so11△ c artists into act1vc

cxpenl11cnts in group crcativity.”
5

Anot1】 er sourcc()f i11spiration、 vas thc art 11】 adc as part of politica1 11)ove11△ cnts,

sucb as t11(I (livil ltigllts M()vc111c△ 1(` t11c `X厂 Iˉ
^() protcsts, t111d t11c Un1brclla

VVll(“ G"l|)l ll)|l(All|(.‘ “|l|)"l)|l(H"illdlllllP`′  ;I

Movc】 11cnt i11 Hong 1《 o11g,6()1】 c i111portant group,(;rcativc· ri111c,lnas bccol11C a

gathcr1ng placc for thc artists a11d t1△ Cir co11111△ unity couab。 rat。 rs and llavc spoll-

sorcd thoug1】 tf1】1 Inodcls ofthis work in addiuon to a yeady col而 rcncc,7 Crca-

tivc'rilllcs’ curator,Nato rrho11· 1pson,has beco11· 1c OnC of thc p11ilosophcrs oftllc

llloVe111ent, pubhshing severa∶ l books explor】 ng its n1ethods a】 1d approac11,
′
r11。 1.1psor1~has his o、 vn~cXplanation of the roots of thc artistic 111ove111c1】 t,`Vrit-

ing:“ T、hc can f.or art into lifo at this particular n1o1△ 1.Cnt in history ilnplics botll(tlt

urgcncy to 11△ attcr as、 Vcl as a pr】vilcg1ng of the 11ved expeincnce.rr1】 csc arc t、 ″o

di矸
.orcnt things,but 

Ⅵ
'1t11in n△

uch ofthis、 vork,they arc blcndcd togetllcr,”
H Nat‘

,

′
rll。11.pson and Crcative rrillle have uscd thc n~ax1△ c,“ soCial practicc:lrt’

’
tt》 r tllc

l`1I1gc of activitics thcy cxp1orc,but othcrs 11avc caiucd it s。 cially eligagt:cl tlrt‘ ,r

Co1111nu】 11ty art.

socilu practicc art exists 1n a rangc of forlnats and places,but it a|、 vityH It,cu"c"

on cngage】nent,process,conab。nu。n,amd socialjustice,To makc this dcfillltlo"

lllorc concrete9 1ct 1△ 1c brleny 1mcnti。 n twˉo prouCcts,one that looks:noFc liko 1rtl

a11tl o1△ c tlaat docsn’t look anyt11ing likc art,to glvc an idea ofˉ tllc rc‘ lClt△ :lti

Vllrlcty of this k.1nd of、 vork.

Wcndy|E、 vald, a conccptual photographcr, collaborated with n)11F di什 ort· :lt

“roups of childrcn-as shc inVcstigatcd“ thc ability oflanguagc to crcatc b;trricFo

or tlllianccs bct、 vec1】  groups according to gcnder, age, and race,”  Witll tllc

(llildrcrl shc crcatcd four alphabctsi a spanish alphabct `vith t111glisl,叫 ts。△1⋯

scco11d-Languagc students 1n North (Darolina; an Aniican-An1er1ca1】  alpllttbct

、vitll studcnts at an cle11△ cmtary school in C;lcvc1and;a`X`hitc-Gids alphabct at(1

I)oilrd11】 g school in Massachusctts; and an Arabic alphabet with sttldents at a

lll“ kllc school in Quecns∷ New York.Ewa1d publishcd the rcsult oftllc proucct,

llc1· pllotographs of th.c students and their alp11.abcts,as a book, 彳'‘‘9`ldy lJ‘ I,‘ :′‘JI

,`l`″ r″‘·‘I″ ⒕Fp仿汕召Fs,9
.I.l)c t1rt cor11.cs out of thc co11aboration bctwccn thC artist and t11c c1】

ildFcn as

(llt· y tllought through issues ofidentity,culturc,an.d language.广 Γhis prouCct sllows

t|x· tlscf111ncss of thc vlsual in thinking about social justicc,a`vay of sccing tllat

dlli、 ts ca11 contribute to activisn△ ,In this prouect,`vho 11△ akes thc art c11angcs-ˉ tbC

lrt is tllc co11aboration bc抑 ccn a conventiona,l artist and chⅡ dren-but in so1】 1c

、vitys tllc cxhibiting of thc art docs1△
’
t Changc-t1△crc is a book called'亻 ″I‘

)″‘u″

·'|″ 9”‘
`′

,‘”.Ewald would say that t11e art is not ody t11c photographs and situations

l|1,It sllc arld the chndrcn created and、 vhich arc docun△ ented in the book, but

.ll、 t)tllci1ˉ proccss,CVC1】 though thc proccss is hardcr to scc,

A 、~`ide-ranging cndeavor in Housto11, 
·
r.eXas, callcd l)rouCct ltow l-louscsi

、ll(lws llo、 v】11uCh social practicc art ca11 cnco111pass,|Rick LoⅥ ⒎c,t11c artist wllo

ht l rtc(I IDroucct 1koⅥ
`Itouscs,bclicvcs tllilt tlx、

art llas llappc11cd sincc 11c allti solllc

dltl`t liiC1】 (ls fioll) I=lousto11’ s △1】ird WItF‘ l took ()vc1· il groul, ()f· flllling tlowll

h(,ll、 c、 ,Inviting othcrs to liVc ill tllc llotIscHi tl“ ·itrosts,working Witll tllt|su卜

lOIII“ lillg cOIn111unity,tFansR〉 rnlc‘ |tlk· 町
,△ t′{i′ rllc llollscs inClu(1心,;trt cXllibit",

|,"tt"、 ()living spaccs R〉 r、 inglc lnotllcr|;"“ l lllt· “‘|"idR·
".I)rqicct ltow IIou、

c"
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lists flvc scts()f progra111s on thcir`vcbsitc∶  Public.Art,Education, soc1aj~Safoty

Ncts,Sustainabi11ty,and A.rchitecture,T1】 ey wntc:“ The nussion of Prqcct lko`渺

Houscs is to bc thc catalyst for transfornung con1n1unity through thc cclcbration

ofart and Mhcan-An△ cncan history and culturc” and continuc“ P1辶H is a uniquc

cxpc1△ n△cnt in activating thc intcscctions bct`vccn art, histon~c prcscrvation,

aiσiordablc and Innovativc housing, con△ 111unity rclations and dcvclop11|1cnt,

〗,cighborhood rcvatalization,and hu111-an c11△ po、vcr11△ ent.”
1()iPrqcct 1辶

ow I。Iouses

dcclarcs thcir intcrcst in histor1c prcscrvat1on just as,in Cl)aptcr 4 of this book,

N1ansa Brow11 out11nes 11ow artists contnbutc to a ncW crltical hcntagc study and

pract1cc.

li)urlng a 2013 Crcativc 
′
ri11.c su111111it Convcrsation 、vit11 Nato 'rho11】 pson,

1kick Lo、 ve said that artists should get up cvcry day and ask“ Ⅵ厂llat is 111y racc

qucstion” noting that t1】 c alt、 vorld is vcry divlded、 ″̀ith 
“
11ot a lot of pcoplc of

color at t11c lcvel whcrc t1△ c rcal convcrsatlons are conung.” Ijo、 vc dcscr1bcd his

v旷ork as ex1sting betv/ccn co111.1△ △u1△ ity art and social practicc art, and cxpla1ncd

that“Whcn I sta1△ |cd, I don’ t carc if its art,forgct thc acsthctics, it’ s about thc

in△pact.” Hc also explorcd~t11.c strong pull士or a1△ ists,i1△ a capitalist culturc,to do

pr。 ntable prouCcts and conncctcd that to his o、 vn 、vork.()ntics M7ant ProuCct

1辶ow【 l̄ouscs to“ sCalc” ;to solVe IIouston’ s housing problcn1s. 13ut,says Lo、 vc,
“
an art prouCct docsn’ t have to solvc all the problc11△ s,just point at thc11△ .”

11 In

t11inki11g ab()ut 11cⅥ /prouCcts,Lo`Vc con△ bincs his intcrcsts in racc,soCial Justicc,

a11d art by locusing o11 how to cn△ po、vcr pcoplc in thc co11△ 11△unitics 1n、vhich hc

v￠ orks,includi11g nnding`vays to bring Jobs to n· n.povcnshcd con1111unitlcs、 vhCn

11)cn1bcrs say t11at is their nlst pn。 nty.12

I flrst lcarncd about soclal practicc art i11 a storcni。 nt。 l〕

`V.cst11unstcr Strcct inl)rovidcncc,1`~11odc Island.Ncw tJrba1△ A‘rts sccnncd t11c opposite of∶ Providcncc’ s

lvy Lcaguc univcrsity“ on the hill” across to、vn`Vhcrc I、vorkcd.But thc lcssons I

lcar11ed thcrc havc hclpcd 111c undcrstand th.c 、v·ays in 、vhich u11.△ vc1、 itics, thcir

rcscarch.crs,t1△eir studcnts,should approach thcir public`vork,should practicc t11c

hul11anlt1es ln thc twcnty-nrst ccntury.

In 1997, t、vo studcnts ai。 ln∶Bro认
`ˉ

n tJnivcrsity and t、 vo studcnts flo111 thC

lthode Island school of Dcs1g11 bcgan】 △·1ccting、 vit11 tcn high school students in

a church base11△ ent to 1△1akc art, 'rhc ncxt year, onc of t11c∶ Bro、vn studcnts,

'I′ylcr l|Denn△ cad,rcccivcd a prcstigious Echoing(3rccn f·oⅡo、vship to cxtcnd thc

activitics to r1△ orc studcnts.Hc rc11tcd a storcfiont across t11c strcct fio11△ sCVCral

big1】 scllools a1△ d gatllcrcd a group of artists、vho、vantcd to“ 11△ cntor” studcnts

ancr sch。。1,

As T)rlcr tcns thc st。 ry,he bascd t11c 111odCl on his work onc sun11ncr in

Fran.ce 职厂l)crc l)c apprenticcd i1△  a rcsta△ 1rant. iEvcry day, t11c chcf said∶  
“
111akc

n1c lunch” and rrylcr c。 okcd、vlailc tlle cllcf llladc suggcstions,TInis lllo(lcl has

cvolvcd solllc OvCr t11c t`vc11ty ycars btlt 111uC11 11as rcnlai11c(l t11() sa lll c— —tlnc

a1ˉtists、 v11()scrvc as volu】 ltc(′ 1^111Cllt()I· ss(′ C tl)C11)sclvcs lc、 s ;ls tCilCll(`rs ttl)(l lllorc

as guidcsi tl)c sttl(lt△ 1ts cl)()()s(·  lllC 1】 1cl)(()rs illl(l llilvk·  cll()rlll()us lx)、 vc1·  ′vitl)ill
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t1】c organization and ovcr thcir o、 vn art 111aking. In 2016-2017, Ncw 1.Jrban

Arts scrvcd ovcr 500 studcnts (about llalf ca11△ c n△ 0rc than oncc a Ⅵ7cck); 25

ClllCrging a1△ 1sts、vho v。 luntccred as 11△ cntors;and 3,00()pcoplc w1△o canlc to

t11ci1· cvcnts,Only 129亻 )of thc studcnts idclatiflcd as Ⅶ7】1itc and 829亻)qualifi.ed f()r

11ice or rcduccd pr1cc lunc11 according to 1ncon1c guidclincs.T1△c Orga1】 ization

l)ad cight stan「 11.cl∶ 1△bCrs and a budgct of about$500,C)0().T11c Organizatio11 11as

rcccivcd rnany awards, 11△ 0st lnC11△orably, in 2C)C)9, 、vhcn First Lady Michcllc

obalna prcscntcd New Urban Arts wlth a Conung Up Ta11cr Award(now

callcd thc National Arts&Hun△ anitics Youth 1)rogra11△ Aˉwards).T1△C award

gocs to out-ofLschool arts and hu11△ anItics progra11△ s,particularly t11osc that 1· caC11

ulldcrscrvcd Childre11 and youth.1I′ hc day that o1△c of thcir co11cagucs、 vc1)t to

tlt△` ′呙′11itc IIousc,t1△ c NcⅥ `tJrban Arts co11△ 111unity灸lt newly· conllcctctl to

tllci1ˉ country.

(lrcativity and 111cntor1ng rcn1ain pa1△  of cvcrything that happcns ilt Nt· 、Ⅳ

1Jrban Arts.'r11c111-lssion statc11△ cnt rCads∶  
“()ur 1111.sslon is to build a vital co1】

1

ltlunity tl)at cnlpo、 vcrs you11g pcoplc as artists and lcadcrs to dcvclop a crcativ(‘

l)lactice t11cy can sustai1】 throughout thcir livcs.’
’
Ncvcr satisfied、 vit11 o11c paril

}ll al)ln, thc wcbsitc also cxplains∶  
“()ur f】·cc,ycar~round out~of~school progrilllls

plOI11otc sustaincd 11△cntor1.ng rclationshlps bct、 vecn urban h1gl△ school sttI(lcl)ts

.II)(l traincd artist n1cntors— 、v1·1o, togcthcr, cngagc i11 yout11 1cadcrsllil), risk

1,lking, co△aboratio1△ , and sclf-dircctcd lca11aing.’
’ 'I′

hc progra111s arc 11cc(lctl

l)1∶ ctl tISC∶  “
In Provldcncc, likc in n△ any othc11 citics in our cou11try, yotIng

pcol)lc——particularly lo、 v~inco1△ 1c youth and thosc in co11△ 111unitics of colorˉ  -arc

`V`t(′
lllatiCally· dcnicd acccss to 11ig1△ -qt】 ality, crcative lean|△ 111g opportu11itics,”

Nc\v tJrban A1· ts noˉ矾⒎o、vns thcir o、 vn studio space,Just down thc strcct tlo111

wilt.I· c t11cy startcd,t、 vo noors with a p1△nt shop,dark roo11△ ,lnusic studio,sc、 villg

·.tl“ |io,and lots and lots of art supplics.

1· v(|bcen、vorking Ⅵ
`ith Ne、 'tJrba1△

Arts士or lnorc than tcn~ycars,at(irst

lllt”
·
t′ tls a Con△ 111unlty 1△ △e1△△bcr than as a r∶ 1culty 11△ c11△ bCr. I do all thc things

l|I.ltil voluntCcr can do to hclp a no11~profit.I、 vas first a 111c11△bcr ofthc Board

t ll |)ircctors;I chaircd the filnd raisi1△ gc∶Elort to buy and partially rcnovatc thc

ll(·

``′

 sttldio spacc; and I 、vas chair of th.c board. `民 厂hy do I do t1△is? In part

|lt t,lus(` it’ s i11△portant、Vork and thc studcnts, artists, a11d sta】
·
c11angc livcs.

All(l l discovcrcd t1△ at t】△c skills I 1△ ad honcd i1△ 1ny acadcn1.1c carccr hclpcd this

ll()ll l)rolit· I klac、v about aclolcsccF1.t dcvclopr1△ cnt;1△ o、v to run a 11.1ccting;thc

``.l`′ ` il) 
、vllicll (、 no11~profi~t nccds to stay truc to its n1ission; about dcaling

、、It ll(onHicting stakc 11oldcrs(wC call it“ hcrding cats” at thc Univcrsity);and

llllPowcring young pcoplc,l c11osc Ncw Urball Arts bccausc thcy qucstion

|ll l\、  tltc Anlcricall statc, ilol)-prolit, tl ll(l c(lucationill organizations usua11y

``t)ll`, illbcit liolll ollly sliglltly outsi(lc tllc cdl)itillist l)o`vc1·
stru ctu rc. TI1cir

ll"It1,ldlctory alltl always(olllC`(C(l`ub“、tl,ositiol)lx`lpc(l lnc 1Intlcrsta11(1 1ny

‘I``.l1.ls.I Iil(ulty lllclnbCl ll1,ul clltt· llnlvcl、 lt V,
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A1o11g t11c、 vay,I lcarncd a lot abotlt t1△ c radical potc11tial of public hu1· 1△anitics.

I lcarncd hoⅥ`a studcnt-ccntcrcd pcdagogy nught、 vork.′Thc Joy ofstudcnts、 vho

dircct t11cir o、 vn lca1△△ing changcd 11△ y o、vn-tcachi1△g outsidc of thc arts. Morc

dircctly, I cal△】.e to ur1derstand that the lessons of thc arts could hclp t1△ e|L1u11△ a-

nitlcs in t1△cir qucst to bcconlc 1】 1orc 
‘‘
public” and to think about tlilc con-

scqucnccs and possibditics of that 11△ ovC.

Bro、vn prldcs itsclf on 1ts“ Ncˉvv()urr1culu1m’
’
n0、/oldcr than thc studcnts who

study it,and studcnts boast about t11c lack of rcquirclncnts,Butˉ
`valking lnto thc

studio at Ncw tJrban Arts sho`vs 11o、 v studcnt-ccntcrcd lcar1△ ing ls quitc din.orcnt

than cvcn thc solncwhat loosc curr1culun△ at 13ro、vn.Nc呐`tJrban~Arts studcnts
insist that、 vhat happcns therc is thc oppositc of“ schoo1.” studcnts dccidc、vhat

they `va11t to lcan∶ a ar1d 11△ akc t1△ at happcn. iExpcrtisc is prizcd 、vhcrcvcr it is

fout.1d,、 vith 11△ cntors oftcn having skius that studcnts scck cithcr 1~ndividua11y or

through thc studcnt-lcd proccss t11at chooscs t11Cntors at thc bcglnning of thc

ycar, but studcnts havc spcciflc ski11s to tcach.as wcl1, I found thc individual

pcdagog1cal approach vcry difllcrcnt than、 vhat I expcrlcnccd in t11.c· LJnivcrsity,

but doubtcd that 13ro、 v1△ could c11angc c1△ oug11 to bc1)cst F1 o11△ thcsc Othcr pcd-

agogical approaches. A|ftcr scveral ycars, I decidcd t11at onc thing l had lcarncd,

and c()uld actually takc back to t11c LJnivcrsity, 、vas a diH.orc11t idca about thc

purposc of cducation,Ncw Urball Alts docsn’ t scc itsclf as a substitutc for`vhat

slloulcl l)(· llal)pctling in tInc`sc1】 ools,or cvcn as a supplc111cnt,· rhe artists thcrc

()xl)lorc crcativity t)11d dcvclop, t11cy 、vill al`vays tcn you, a liFo~long creativc

l)1·
lt· ticc. /\ I· ct11illkillg ()fˉ tl)c rcaso11 千or an cducation cha1△ gcd hoⅥ7 I thought

dl)()11t llly LJ11ivc1ˉ sity tcaclli11g

llt rllc cll(1, t11c (o1· lll of art practiccd at this storcn· 。nt providcd thc 111ost

inlPor“ lnt lcssons for t11c Univcrsi″ and士 or thc humanitics.Ncwcon1crs to NcW

Urbal】 Arts 1ˉ cpcatcdly ask‘
‘
、vl△ at is thc art” in thc Organization’ s nan△cP Is thc art

t11c w· ork t1】 at thc studcnts produccP(Dr arc thcy apprcnticcs and thcir 11∶ 1entors

producc thc art、 vit11-studcnt hclpP()r docs the studio oni。 .r classcs in 111cthods

(“How To Makc Art” )and thC art is produccd solncwhcrc else,1△ aybc ancr thc

studcnts and thc 11△ cintors lcavc,cduCation 1n handP Ncw Urban~Arts knowsˉ 、vhat

it c。 ucctivcly thinks about thcsc qucstions.1rhcy、 vntc。 n t11cir wcbsitc that thcy

fostcr a“ crcatiVc pract1cc.”

W11at if creativity· `wˉcrc a social cntcFprisC rathcr than a11 individual o1△ cP·谓厂1】 at

if our crcatiVlty、vas 11·△casurcd not by a fin1shcd art、 vork—thc innatc talcnt it 11△ ay

suggcst or thc prcscr1bcd cxpcctations it 1△ △ay n1~cct-but by thc cxtcnt to`V1△ ich

that、vork was fuelcd by our o、 Vn proccss,our o`Vn qucstio11s,and by our rcla-

tionships wit11 onc anotherP With t11is denniti。 n, Nc、v Urban Arts placcs itsclf

dirccdy i11 thc ncld。 f soclal Practicc Art.

NcⅥ`Urban Alts is public, 、vorking not Just′vith a11 a1110rp110us col11111urlity

but、vith a spccinc c。 111111u11ity k1,o、v1)alld R)rlllc(1 by its cnlcrging artists,T11cy

1ˉcgard cvcryo11c·矾
'la() co111cs t1】

rotlgll tllc do()rs as crcat1Vc. r1、 llc tlrt is(l l)roccss,

Wl1,ll(,lll|)"|)|lt AIt lt.n(|||’ ul lll(l|t"lldI"l“ ..,′  ‘
`

llot tllC product,of crcativc、 vork.′ Iillc art is、 v11at llappe11s i11 thtlt storcfront ill

l’ rovidc11cc,thc i11tcractio11s ttrno1△ g t1】 c artists.r「 11c individual picccs of、 v〈〉rk¨··

lllc 11)usic,t11c postcrs,thc paintings,thc clothcs,thc photograplls— tllosc arc art

too but not tlle 11△ost 1111portant contnbution by thclnselVcs,rr11c‘
‘
art” is cVcry-

tlling that happcns at Ncw Urban A1△ s,so,like all social practicc alt)What llap-

I’
〈△)s at NtJA is participatory,cngagcd with,and ans、 vcrablc to a co111Inunity,

lirolll its bcginnings, NeⅥ 7 1~Jrban Arts rootcd itself in social Justicc tlctivistn

i“klrcssing issucs ofracial incqua11ty In its progra11△ 11ung and service,and sccing it夺

、vork as a chancc to Crcate Ⅵ
`it1.1 students cnroued in thc schools hit hardcst by

l’
ovcrty in Provldencc.

l)ublic art takcs on a ncW n△ eaning w· hen looking at New tJrban Arts,Maya

l il)· s 111cn10nal suggestcd this new approach and it 眠ras practiccd by Wt· :ldy

li、vlll(l tl11d 11cr young conaborat。 rs as、 Veu as by thc artists and thcir colt1:11ulliCy

ilt P叫 cct Row Houscs.A socid practice artIst mg11t not bund a mcm。 rial but

((91I|tl si111ply ca11 thc interactlons around the idca of rcn△ en1bcring tllc VictltoI!】

W,l1· t11t、 art.Artists 1ookcd at,and learned how pcoplc uscd their p11blic art、 ″t|rL讣 ·

|lll(lⅥ′C11t on to 11·1akC nCⅥ厂art in collaboration Ⅵnth thcir audienccs,

llookcd at Ne· Ⅵ厂Urban-Λ rts a1】 d asked:If、 ve can.rccognizc social l)r(IctiCt· △:t】

wlly tu· cn’t thc伦 soc1aly cngagcd hun△ anitiesP Why don’ t wc do history a"tl

、‘,(i()l()gy and litcraturc in storct1· onts or roW housesP Why isn’ t tllcrc a Ncw

l Jll),IIl Historics or a New Urban I· 1urnan.1tles f.or young pcoplcP l冫 ublic|tlrt、v.ls,

I(,1 .l l()ng tin1c,a statuc in thc public squarc,but 1· 】ow artists 1】 avc 1110VCd into

、 llCI|llllx)rl)()ods,takcn~ovcr houscs or co111n△ crcial spaces,and are doing a diit1· c11t

`lll‘

l(”
·
cngagcd art.But cvcn public histonans still practice history ill tl 111usCul11

(9I .l histor1c 11ousc. Thc pubhc co1】 △es to lcarn or 1ook,but not to participatc,
.1.llt·

htII11allitics sc11olar doesn’ t lcarn.la.。 1.1t1|1en△ ,thcy learn.flo1∶ 1·1 us.

A、 、()cial practicc art、 Vas dcvclopⅡ】g and as Nc`/Urban.A.rts was bcing foull-

‘|ti|,、 ()1)11′ u】1ivcrsitics in the Unitcd states began to rcthink 1△ u11△ anitics’ dcn1】 |~

II()ll`illl(ll)cdagogy as 1辶 obyn schrocdcr dcscn.bes 1.n()haptcr 1.of coursc,t11crc|

日lt· t·

`illllplcs of publicaly engagcd scholarship all aroun.d us.′
rhc public listory

II1t)VClllC1)t trains studcnts to 、Vork in r1△uscun△ s and 11istonc houscs and tllinks

lt1.I)tlt t· Xllibits as a fo1.△ 】1 of sCholarship.()ral history takes co111111unity kno、 vlcdge

0q `()lllt△ lling that should bc prcserved. Oral lliston.ans、 vork Ⅵ汀tl) co111111ullity

ll“
·
llllX· 1·s as collaborators and often present parts of thcir rcscarcl) to tl)c colll-

lltIIlllty l)cR)rc it gocs to thC archivc.1)ublic anthropology includcs botll allt11ro-

llt|lt)uv lltuscu111s and co11△n1unity cthnographies and has thougllt carcnllly ab。 ut

i1● ic|· ltiollsllip with thc public who constitutc both its rcscarch su刂 ccts antl its

引“llt.ll(t·  `illlultancOusly, Morc reccntly, cxploratio11s in t11c digital 11uI11;lllitics

`t9II“

.tllllC`l)rcsc11tcd publica11y cngagcd prouccts with onlinc cro、 vd-sourccd llisˉ

I(,lV. I’ II|ltill l>ublic 1111111anitics prouccts teacll tls tllat it’ s wort11 tllinking about

|",、v “,tlll llctworking and crowd sourcing c|lll providc tuldicncc, 1· cscarCll

|"|I“
·
I““

`,,llkl Collaborators n)r scholars all at tllc slllnc tinlc,as Jinl McC1·
atlrs

f” ll`’  III tllt· llcxt cllaptc1。 dctails,|3
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T1】 c|Bro、 v11 1J11ivcrsity A111crica11 studics dcpartn1cnt had a MuscuI· 1△ studies

M.A.progran1 whic11 wasn’ t satis0ing Cithcr intcucctually or pcdagoglca11y.Wc

thought 111uscun1s Ⅵ7crC Chang1ng and that co11ununity arts progra1△ 1s, digita1

hu11△anltics, litcraturc, should all bc part of a11 1nterdisciplinary progra1△ 1 that

thought about ho、v to intcgratc thc hunlanitics with thc co11△ n△unity.`V· c lookcd

to thc prln1ary national govcrnn△ cnt organizatio11 that士un~dcd thc 1△ u11△anitics—

tl)c Nationa1 Endowlncnt for thc I· 1u111anitics_a11d nalncd our n抑  progran1

1)ublic Iˉ1u1△△anitics, If wc 、vercn’ t thc flist to havc st1c11 a progra1n-、 vc wcre

an△o11g thc first. Now, thcrc arc progra111s around the cou11try ar1d scvcral

national and rcgional organizatlo11s to thc serve thcIn~14

At Brown,our ne、 V progra11· l in lPublic riul.1~anitics got lucky.'∶ Γhc U11ivcrsity

was t〃ing to ngure。 ut what to do wlth a bcauti1111,cightccnth ccntuγ  histonc

housc that had becn donatcd. 2叹
`压

S△
.′

 oncrcd t。  f·lu it 呐7ith studc11ts studyt1·1g

Public【-lu111anit1es,In rcturn,wc got steiw· ardship of thc housc as、 Vc11 as a s11△ a11

cr1do、 v1△
·lCnt to takc carc of lt and、vc、vcre od.I In.2017,、 vc cClCbratcd our 10tll

aninvcrsary· of adn△tting M.A. studc11ts into a t、 vo-ycar progra111 i11 1)ublic

Iˉ1unaanitics by· holding an alu1】 ·△r1i wcckcnd.It、vas a rauCous,argurnentativc,ar1d

livcly group, dcbaung, as our studcnt, tiun111i, and f0culty always do∶  “、vhat 1s

Public HumaniticsP” As thc sccond Dircctor ofthc John Nicholas Brown Ccntcr

for Ptlbhc 1.△ tl111anitics a11d(lultural【 1cn.tagc, 1’ vc becn、 vorking out thc ans、 、/cr

R)r 111ysclf a11d was struck by thc din.orcnces ^bctwccn 1· 3ro、 vn, and our l)tlblic

Humanitics prograin,a1△(1|Ncw Urban Arts.

l〉 bysically,thc t、 vo spaCCs starkly,alnaost con△ icmly,rcprcscnt t11c did· orcnccs

bctⅥ
`ccll lloⅥ ``WCalth is appoltioncd in thc Unitcd Statcs、 vith Ncw Urban At△ s

in a storcfl o11t and thc Center for Public Hun△ anitics in an opulcnt histonc house.

△
′
l)c(tcl)tcr’s IIouse has dclllonstratcd,R)r ovcr onc hu11drcd ycars,continuing

t11rough its tilue as a tJnivc俗 ity n1.cility,thc o、
^ncrs’

砥̀cdt11 and status.· Ⅵrithin thc

Univcrsi″,1 Cxpla1n that Public Hun△ anitics docsn’ t11avc cnoug11 11△ 0ney to

n1ovc f.or、vard、vith cxciting progra11△ s or cit1ough ftⅡ 1ds to support our studcnts,

but it’ s hard to 111~akc a casc for our povcrty whc11.you look~at cithcr of t11csc

placcs.Most of usˉ would血nk that thc John Nicholas Brown Ccntcr for Public

Hulnan1tics a11d(r)ultural Iicntagc at∶ Bro、vn Univcrsity, houscd at thc histonc

Nightingalc~Brown Housc,scCn111△ gly 11as ali thc cultural capital,and thus thc

ansWers to in△ po△ant qucstlons,but I· want to say that itis Ncwˉ Urban Alts、 vho

undcrstands ho、 vto 1△1akc thc arts and hun1anities inilportant n1 pcoplc’ s livcs.tΓ hc

Univcrsity 1△ ccds to lcarn lio111 public art prqccts likc Ncw· 1Jrba11 Arts.

It isn’t cnough Ft)r thc Univcsity to scrvc otni studcnts cvcn w· hc11玑冫C send

studcnts out in thc wodd to do ilnpoitant、vork.Iˉ iow、入̀i11 tbcy lcarn hoⅥ/to do

that work,how wm thcy know how to lnakc thc human1tics mattcr,if icul″

don’ t havc an understanding of wllat to tcaCh then△ P()r,to think in Ncwˉ Urban

Λrts tcnns∶ 1】 o、v wⅡl thc studcnts and thcir 111cntols togcthcr discovcr bo、 、̀to
1nakc the hulnanitics 111attcr if哂 冫e do11)t ficc t11at qucst1o11P I11十 ltcing thc qucstion,

wcl)avc to think about what llas nladc Ncw lJrbtul Alts,an(i social practicc art,

VVl1,tt(."ll’ Ill)|l(Alt l(`“ |ll)"l山 (ll""l(ll llt lt· 、
' I/

`tl(CCssrtl1,s。
cial l)rilcrit c iu· tists lca1ˉ ll lio111 tllc collllnullityl tllcy lt)cus()l)l)ro((· 、、∶

thcy collabomtc;thcy put social justicc at thc ccntc1ˉ of thchˉ worki 111kl tllcy

llltC11tio11ally tl)111k about i11cqtlality, 1ˉ acc, gc11dcr, t111d 、vcaltl1. lt· s tlillicult| (()

lllll)k of many(Jnivcsity prouccts—rcscarCh or studcnt--that(1()all thcsc tillillg`

l (lll)1)ot Cd11ng for studcnt or f11culty cngagcluc11t、 vbCrC tllt` U11ivcrsity ls tll

l|k·  cclltcr()I1t11c work and sclnds, forn1crly disc11gagcd but su(ldcllly cngagct1,

、、ll()lars out to hclp the co11△ n△ur1ity.1)ublic Hu11△ anitics、 vork 11cc(ls to l)c(()llil

bolativc)process d1ˉ 1vcn,a11d politict111y based.l辶 csearcll and lcarning llllls( 111· o′v

ll()lll pr()uCcts dCvClopcd o】 1ˉ ca11● pus,as`Vcll as on,Ncit11er do I tllil)kt|、 is i、 (|lc

()llly R)rill of scholars11ip or tcac1△ ing that should happcn at thc L11)ivcrsity, llut,l

l,tll)lic l)u111anitics, bunt on thc lcssorls lcamcd fron. s。 cial practict·  tl l(, “)tII`|

l Cll)Vigoratc hu1△ 1anitics、vork.

l`ll)lic I|Iun△ anitics do1△c in this、 vay,is nlr rarcr than it s1】 oulcl l)c. I 、vollv ll1,ll

ollC 1· Cason is bccausc hu11△ anitlcs sc11olars arc afraid。 f thc politi(、 ll l、 o、″cl (l1 .tll

cl)!△ lgc(l histor· y or an applicd sociology or cvc1△ don’ t undcrstall(l til)dt l|lt· y|1.l、△·

·“)|llCtllillg to oncr in c。 11aboration、 vit11 coln11△ ulutics.Mucll o1· socill PI、 l(II‘ t· ,ll t

”、vcry c11tical()f thc currcnt po11tical clin1atc a11d a critical app1ˉ on(l) llil、 .II、v,lv、

l)(· cll tl)c point of univcrsity sc11o1arship, I thi11k a 1△ △orc cllgagc(l l)1II)).lllll lC`t tl

lllor(· Critical hu11△ a11itles,a social practicc hu11△ anitics-would bc Vcry illll)olt· ll lt

t()(llallging llo、 v thc hu111anitics is vicwed and 11△ aybc to changillg tlx```ˇ ()rk1,s()、

l|1c qtlcstion 
“
W1△y do the hu11△ anitics 1nattcrP’

’
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