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JUNE 2021  Executive Director Daniel 

Schleifer embarked on a four-month 

parental leave. Deputy Director Emily 

Ustach stepped into the role of interim 

executive director, with extra support from 

board member Rodney Eric López.  

At the same time, Phase 1 of our latest 

capital project was getting underway—

transforming a small, adjacent building 

into a dedicated office space. (See page 10 

for more info on this project.) Additionally, 

Resident Artist Mentor Tom Van Buskirk, 

who had run our music programs since 

2016, left New Urban Arts to explore  

new opportunities.

JULY 2021  New Urban Arts reopened in-

person programs at our storefront studio. 

Select in-person programs had already 

reopened at NUA Knights, our satellite site 

at Central High School. Later that month, 

Phase 1 of our construction was nearly 

complete, and our administrative staff was 

able to move into the new office space. 

SEPTEMBER 2021  We said farewell 

to NUA Knights Director Tracy Jacques, 

who had been with us since the launch of 

that program in 2017. We also hired MJ 

Robinson as a consultant to support us in 

an effort to review and revise our mission 

statement and other core documents on 

the occasion of our 25th Anniversary. (See 

page 8 for more info on this project.) 

At the same time, we welcomed three 

new staff members: Resident Artist 

Mentor in Music Andres Bonilla Garcia, 

Development Associate Rebecca Kerner, 

and Painting and Drawing Assistant 

Sherly Torres. Andres’s passion for music 

began playing Colombian folk music with 

his family and rock with his friends. He 

now holds a BA in Music Composition from 

the Academia Superior de Artes de Bogotá 

and an MA in Applied Music from the 

Conservatory of Bologna in Italy. Rebecca 

holds a BA from Wheaton College and has 

worked at various nonprofits in Providence, 

including Rhode Island for Community and 

Justice. Finally, Sherly—an alum of our 

youth programs—holds a BFA in painting 

from RIC and has worked at various local 

institutions including the RISD Museum 

and the RI Historical Society, where she 

held an Association of Moving Image 

Archivists (AMIA) Fellowship. Sherly 

initially joined us while Resident Artist 

Mentor Dana Heng was on sabbatical for 

an artist residency but has since continued 

to serve on our staff in various capacities.

 

 

 

OCTOBER 2021 We relaunched our core 

afterschool program, Youth Mentorship in 

the Arts, as an in-person program. When we 

first reopened, we had various strictures in 

place to prevent crowding, such as a daily 

attendance cap. Over the course of the year, 

we slowly relaxed those strictures. We also 

chose not to relaunch the volunteer artist 

mentor program in order to maximize the 

space available to young people.

DECEMBER 2021  After almost nine 

years on staff at New Urban Arts (plus 

many years as a student and volunteer), 

Studio Director Ashley Paniagua left  

for new adventures.

JANUARY 2022  New Urban Arts 

officially began celebrating our 25th 

Anniversary year! We also welcomed new 

NUA Knights Director Kelly Harlow. Kelly, 

who interned at NUA Knights in the first 

year of the program, holds a BA in Youth 

Development from RIC and is currently pur-

suing her MA. Lastly, we returned to remote 

programs for two weeks during the surge in 

COVID cases due to the Omicron variant.

APRIL 2022 We hosted “Hot Sauce 

Salad” our first gallery exhibition since 

before the pandemic began. In contrast to 

our typical one-night gallery events, this 

took place as a week-long open house,  

to accommodate social distancing.

MAY 2022 Development Director 

Washawn Jones left New Urban Arts  

to take a position at Thundermist.

JUNE 2022 Once again, the Rhode Island 

Department of Education awarded New 

Urban Arts a 21st Century Community 

Learning Center grant. This grant, which 

New Urban Arts first received in 2007, 

will support New Urban Arts from 2022 

through 2027. Because these grants are for 

five years, they have provided the organiza-

tion with stable, predictable funding.

JULY 2022 Lizzy Jweinat and Eli Nixon 

joined our team of teaching artists to help 

deliver our summer programs, includ-

ing “Waterways,” a partnership with 

Movement Education Outdoors (MEO). 

Meanwhile, through our partnership with 

Crafting the Future, we were able to send 

students and alumni to residencies at 

the Appalachian Center for Craft and 

Haystack Mountain School of Craft.

SEPTEMBER 2022 New Urban Arts 

said goodbye to NUA Knights Program 

Coordinator Eli Shalan and welcomed 

Joselina Fay as our new Studio Director. 

Joselina is an artist and activist originally 

from Worcester, Massachusetts. She has 

worked extensively with youth and com-

munity development organizations in New 

York, Massachusetts, and the Dominican 

Republic. She is a graduate of Fordham 

University with a BA in Urban Studies and 

Latino and Latin American Studies.

AUGUST 2022 We broke ground on  

Phase 2 of our capital project, annexing 

our new office to New Urban Arts’ studio 

and expanding the studio space itself. (See 

page 10 for more info on this project.)

OCTOBER 2022 We launched Our 2022-

23 afterschool programs. At NUA Knights, 

for the first time since the pandemic began, 

we were able to bring external partner 

organizations back into the building to 

run programs, and at the Studio, the Youth 

Mentorship in the Arts program once again 

hosted volunteer artist mentors. While we 

didn’t have the same COVID restrictions in 

place as in October 2021, the rear area of 

the studio was cordoned off as Phase 2 

of our construction project continued, mean-

ing that our screenprinting studio and photo 

darkroom were unavailable to students.

We celebrated our 25th Anniversary with 

a gala at the Providence Art Club. (See 

page 6 for more about the gala.) We also 

welcomed new Director of Development 

Tina Meetran. Tina—an alum of our youth 

programs—holds a BA and MA from Clark 

University. She has extensive nonprofit 

experience, including in program manage-

ment, fundraising, and executive leadership. 

She also remains active as a painter and 

illustrator, and she is the author of the  

children’s book "Nana Makes Spring 

Rolls!" which celebrates Southeast Asian 

cultures and foods.

NOVEMBER 2022 New Urban Arts was 

named a Neighborhood Builder by Bank of 

America. This award comes with a grant of 

$200,000 over the next two years, which 

will be used for significant capacity build-

ing and to support growth in our youth pro-

grams. (See page 10 for more info on this 

award.) Also, on the occasion of our 25th 

anniversary, New Urban Arts officially 

deeded our archives to The Providence 

Public Library. (See page 6 for more info.) 

Lastly, we welcomed four new board mem-

bers: AJ Febles, Amy Punchak, Brenda 

de Santiago, and Jennifer Geller.

DECEMBER 2022 We completed Phase 2 

of our capital project, ensuring that we 

could reopen our screenprinting studio 

and photography darkroom in 2023. New 

Urban Arts also announced our newly 

revised mission statement, purpose, and 

core values. Students, staff, alumni, and 

board members all contributed to the pro-

cess of rewriting these documents. (Again, 

see page 8 for more info on this project.)

Finally, at the end of 2022, Deputy 

Director Emily Ustach stepped down to 

embark on the next chapter of her career. 

Since 2007, Emily has served New Urban 

Arts in various volunteer and staff roles. 

Rather than seek a new Deputy Director, 

we took the opportunity to restructure. 

Most notably, Business Manager Jeannie 

Castillo-Lapierre stepped into a new role 

as Director of Finance and Administration, 

and significant portions of our financial 

management were delegated to an external 

accountancy. At the same time, Resident 

Artist Mentor Dana Heng took on book-

keeping duties. 

2021-22 Milestones

Dear Friends, 
Since the summer of 2021, New Urban Arts took on a number 

of projects and challenges: 

– We did a major construction project, which was originally 

slated for the summer of 2020 but was delayed and drawn 

out due to the vagaries of the pandemic.

– We worked with a consultant to review and revise our  

mission statement and other core documents.

– We relaunched in-person programs at the studio,  

establishing—then constantly reassessing and redefining— 

a number of unprecedented strictures on student enrollment 

and attendance to limit the spread of COVID.

– We underwent major transitions in financial management, 

moving to a new auditor and a new external accountancy.

– Six members of our team, including two of our longest- 

serving staff, left to pursue new opportunities.

– We onboarded six new staff members, restructuring  

in the process.

– We undertook the renewal process for our largest source  

of funding.

– We celebrated our 25th Anniversary, including a gala  

event that, for New Urban Arts, was unprecedented in  

its scope and size.

On their own, any of these endeavors would have been uniquely 

challenging. In combination, they made for some of the busiest 

times we’ve ever experienced. Thankfully, New Urban Arts’ 

team is singularly committed to our young people and rose 

to the occasion with grace and determination. I’m grateful to 

work with such a remarkable team.

And speaking of remarkable teammates, I want to offer a 

special word of thanks to two members of the New Urban Arts 

community who each dedicated over 10 years of their lives to 

our mission: Ashley Paniagua and Emily Ustach.

Ashley Paniagua was a student at New Urban Arts during high 

school, then spent a few summers working and volunteering 

here during college. She joined our team full-time in 2013,  

initially as Youth Programs Manager and eventually stepping 

into the role of Studio Director. Ashley has been a tireless  

advocate for New Urban Arts’ students and a fierce guardian  

of our mission. Under Ashley’s leadership, our studio grew  

significantly without ever losing the welcoming, caring  

atmosphere that is a hallmark of our programs.

Emily Ustach first joined New Urban Arts for an interim role 

in the summer of 2007, after which she served for many years 

as a volunteer. She was deeply committed to expanding New 

Urban Arts’ offerings to meet the growing and changing needs 

of our students. Under her leadership, we launched various new 

initiatives and partnerships, including A Life After School  

(our postsecondary advising program) and NUA Knights,  

our satellite program at Central High School.

Ashley and Emily, thank you both for your leadership;  

your work here will echo for years!

Sincerely,

Daniel Schleifer 
March 2023

Hi Joselina! 
Stop by and say hi to  
our new Studio Director,  
artist and activist  
Joselina Fay.

Rebecca 
Rocks! 
Development Associate,  
Rebecca Kerner was 
clutch in helping us  
pull of our 25th Gala!    

Welcome  
Back Tina! 
Director of Development, 
Tina Meetran is also a 
NUA student alum!

Typically, this publication covers 

the period from July through 

June, equivalent to one session of 

summer programs plus the ensuing 

school year (which also constitutes 

New Urban Arts’ fiscal year). 

However, because we celebrated 

New Urban Arts’ 25th anniversary 

for all of 2022, we extended the 

period covered by this newsletter 

accordingly. Thus, this publication 

covers July 1, 2021 through 

December 31, 2022. Enjoy!

A unique 25th 
anniversary edition 
of New Urban Arts’ 
annual newsletter! 
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of students say they 
feel safe, supported, 
valued, and cared 
for at NUA

98%

of students  
say they have  
developed more 
confidence

90%

Above: Cyanotypes from our 2022 Summer Art Inquiry, 
"Waterways," offered in collaboration with Movement  
Education Outdoors (MEO).



Youth Mentorships in the Arts is New Urban Arts’ core 

afterschool program, taking place from October through May. 

The long-term goal of the program is for students to make a 

permanent place for creativity and imagination in their lives. 

The primary educators in the program are typically a mix  

of resident artist mentors (RAMs) and volunteer artist  

mentors. Mentors foster self-discovery, community-building, 

and creative art projects designed collaboratively with 

youth. Programs take place in our 6,000 square foot studio, 

which includes resources for photography, drawing, painting, 

sculpture, fashion-design, printmaking, screen printing, study 

support, poetry/spoken word, video, digital media, and music.

The Studio Team Advisory Board (STAB) is a group of  

students who cultivate New Urban Arts as a youth-driven 

studio by advising staff, representing the organization publicly, 

assisting in student recruitment and orientation, and organiz-

ing events. STAB participates in all hiring decisions, including 

the selection of artist mentors.

STAB played a critical role this year in helping us with hiring 

decisions for staff positions, providing key input and feed-

back on the core documents review, and helping to welcome 

students back to the studio after a year of virtual programs. 

One STAB member also helped to create a safe-sex pantry for 

students in the basement bathroom at New Urban Arts. 

A Life After School (ALAS) is our postsecondary advising 

program where students receive extensive one-on-one college 

and career readiness support from the program’s coordina-

tor. In 2021-22, 59 students and 26 alumni participated. 

One of ALAS’s best-attended events this year was our series 

of financial literacy workshops. We also hosted visits from 

admissions officers from four colleges, and in the spring, stu-

dents took trips to visit colleges around Rhode Island. ALAS 

also partners with Crafting the Future (CTF), an organization 

that works to make craft schools and arts residency programs 

more accessible to artists of color. CTF helps us provide 

students and alumni scholarships to attend renowned craft 

schools and pre-college programs around the country.

Summer Art Internships welcomed staff and students 

back to the studio for in-person programs, after over a year 

of remote programming! This year our summer art intern-

ships were: College Explorations, a college program where 

students dove into the ins and outs of figuring out the who’s, 

what’s, and where’s of prospective colleges to apply to, 

STAB Leadership Program, a youth leadership develop-

ment program for 4 students to reflect and discover their own 

leadership styles, learn about New Urban Arts’ and STAB’s 

history, and make some artwork inspired by their moods and 

identities, and Summer Studio, an integrative and creative 

program for students to rediscover the space after the pan-

demic. (Fun fact: 6 out of the 7 program staff members from 

the summer were NUA alumni).

The Studio at 705 Westminster

Programs

NUA Knights is a comprehensive after school and summer 

program located in Central High School. The program strives 

to create a greater sense of community and personalization 

for Central students by offering programs in a variety of areas, 

including academics, arts, intramural sports, leadership, and 

social/emotional learning. NUA Knights is a direct collabora-

tion between New Urban Arts and Central High School, and 

programs are taught by a mix of community partners, Central 

staff, and New Urban Arts staff. Last year, NUA Knights 

offered 10 different clubs and activities including Guitar Club, 

Weight Room and Training, Cross Country, Open Music Jam, 

Chess Club, Book Club, Newspaper and Yearbook, and  

Drawing and Art Club.

NUA Knights

Sherly steps up!
An alum of our youth pro-
grams, Sherly joined us this 
year as Painting & Drawing 
Assistant but has since  
continued to serve on our  
staff in various capacities.

All New Urban Arts programs are free 
and open to high school students.

98%
of students would 
recommend NUA  
to a friend

Multi-Racial/ 
Multi-Ethnic

Race and Ethnicity

37% 21%23%

Asian 
American

Latinx WhiteAfrican American

Gender

53% 37% 10%
Female Male

Non-Binary/
Questioning

235 Students  

were enrolled in NUA's studio 

programs in 2021-22 with the 

following demographics

LBGTQ students  
typically comprise  
only 4-10% of a high 
school’s population.

For a family of four,  
an annual household 
income under $48,470  
per year qualifies for 
subsidized lunch. 

In census tracts in 02909, 
02908, 02907, and 02905,  
the poverty rate for families 
with children is 34.9%.

46% 

Identify as LGBTQ

Qualify for free and 
reduced-price lunch

Live where the poverty 
rate is almost twice the 
national average 

84% 75% 

Speak a language  
other than English  
at home

28% 

250 Students  
were enrolled in our NUA Knights 

program at Central High School  

in 2021-22
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90%
of students say  
they have developed 
a way of creating 
that expresses  
who they are

Various students hard at work in our studio during the fall of 2021.

Resident Artist Mentors Addy Schuetz, Andres Bonilla, Ian Cozzens, and Dana Heng took 
students on a walking tour of Providence murals during April Break Week.

11% 8%

The ceramic tiles pictured on 
this and the following page were 
produced by New Urban Arts 
students during our 2022  
Spring Break Week program  
at the Steel Yard. 

Andres shreds!
Resident Artist Mentor in 
Music Andres’s passion for 
music began by playing 
Colombian folk music with 
his family and rock with his 
friends back home  
in Colombia.
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Race and Ethnicity

52% 26% 12%
African American White

4% American Indian/ 
Alaska Native

Grade Level

24% 29% 22% 25%
Seniors Juniors Sophomores Freshmen

Gender

52% 26%
??

57% 43%
Male Female

6%
Latinx

Asian American



Thanks to all those who attended  
and to our event sponsors! 
Adler's Hardware
Balkun Title & Closing
BankNewport
Belleau Art Glass
Coastal One
DWRI Letterpress

Gilbane Building Co.
Kelly Taylor Design
Kite Architects
Movement Mortgage
Neighborhood Health Plan  
   of Rhode Island

Nellie Mae Education      
    Foundation
Pilgrim Title Insurance Co.
Residential Properties, Ltd.
Tri-Bro Tool Company
Voices of Xmas

Since 1997,  
New Urban Arts 
has:

As part of our 25th Anniversary celebration, New Urban Arts 

announces the donation of its papers to the Providence Public 

Library (PPL)'s  Rhode Island Collection. 

In the coming months, New Urban Arts will be sending PPL a 

huge range of materials, including founding documents, vision 

statements, student art, board minutes, photographs, oral 

histories, and lots of other things we found in the basement! 

The materials will be presented digitally as well as physically, 

and will ensure that NUA stories will be easily available to 

anyone—historians, community members, or alumni.

The history of NUA will become part of PPL’s Community 

Archives initiative, which collects materials created “by 

people and community groups to document their shared 

experiences, art and activism, cultural history, identity and 

heritage.” At PPL, the New Urban Arts archive will join the 

archives of some of our closest friends, including AS220 and 

the Urban Pond Procession.

As Kate Wells, Curator of Rhode Island Collections at PPL, 

stated "The materials tell a really compelling story of both 

the organization itself as well as the Providence ecosystem in 

which it was established and has thrived.”

Special thanks to Susan Smulyan and the 25th Anniversary 

Steering Committee for the inspiration and ongoing support 

for this project!

A Historic  
Announcement

It’s the ultimate ice breaker. As with any proper tradition, the “Cake or Pie?” question has been 

part of New Urban Arts for so long, that no one’s quite sure when, or how, it began. It’s both 

disarming and provocative. Benign and fiercely partisan.  You’re likely to be asked by students 

when interviewing to become an artist mentor, by a member of STAB who’s touring you around 

the studio for the first time, when getting to know your fellow board members at a retreat, or as 

the minutes tick by while waiting for a screen to burn. Whenever the question is sprung on you 

(as it was at NUA's 25th Gala button-making station!) be prepared to offer specifics, back-

story, hot takes and wild theories, or to ponder the fundamental difference between the two.  

But don’t you dare be neutral!

Cake or Pie?

Turning 25 in Style!

On October 14, New Urban Arts celebrated 25 years with a 

gala at the Providence Art Club. Generations of New Urban 

Arts alumni, staff, volunteers, and supporters showed up to 

enjoy an evening of food and fun, to reminisce about New 

Urban Arts’ past and to imagine its future. 

Music was provided by DJs Tom Van Buskirk and Da Huey X, 

and alum Abel Hernandez served as the evening’s primary 

speaker. David Liddle provided floral arrangements, and alum  

Erin Taber of Kay-Tees Goodies provided desserts.

This was New Urban Arts first time connecting with the  

Art Club, and we’re grateful to club member Nancy Gaucher-

Thomas for making the connection and officially hosting the 

event. Founded in 1880, “to stimulate the appreciation of art 

in the community,” the Club is notable as the first art club 

in the United States to admit women as members—includ-

ing founders. Prominent African-American artist Edward 

Mitchell Bannister was also among its founding members 

Thank you so much to all who attended, as well as all  

of the event sponsors!

A Gala Affair  
at the Art Club 

Worked with over 7,000 young 

people •  Supported over 250 

volunteer artists •  Traveled to  

the White House to receive the  

nation’s highest honor for  

afterschool and youth arts and 

humanities programs  •  Delivered 

more than 1,500 art supply kits 

to students during the COVID 

pandemic •  Purchased its own 

building and renovated it three 

times to expand our programs  

and increase our capacity!
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This page (top to bottom): Executive Director Daniel Schleifer speaks at the gala; alum Abel Hernandez 
speaks at the gala; alum Maya Lehrer stamps out cake and pie buttons at the gala. Thanks to all those who 
contributed doodles (which are depicted on this and the previous page) for the buttons: Caitlin Cali, Alice 
Costas, Julia Gualtieri, Craig LaPlante, Avery, and the Studio Team Advisory Board.

Previous page: Resident Artist Mentor Dana Heng looks on as guests, including donor Christina Alderman, 
enjoy themselves at the gala.



Everything about art has my 

attention. I see all this paint  

and these brushes and I think, 

I need to do something. I did 

my first painting and was really 

excited about it. I needed to do 

another one and then another 

one and I haven’t finished  

any of them yet, but I will! 

Everybody has different eyes 

and sees things differently.  

I can express my feelings  

in painting. 

Geany

CURRENT  STUDENT

As a part of our 25th Anniversary, we took 
a closer look at our programs, interviewing 
mentors, students, and alumni to spotlight 
all of the various ways people engage  
with New Urban Arts today. 

As my life kept changing, so did NUA. We both had big moves. 
So many new faces have come in and out of our lives, yet that 
feeling I had, as a students, during open house all those years 
ago has never changed. I’ve always felt welcomed here—
whether it’s someone who’s known me since I was a teen or 
someone I’ve met a handful of times as an adult. That feeling 
of warmth, comfort, and acceptance is there, no matter how 
many changes we’ve gone through. I feel really blessed  
and grateful to still have this connection.

VOLUNTEER MENTOR AND STUDENT ALUM 

Emely Barros Madé

During high school I struggled  
to focus, but when it came 
to art, my focus was on the 
compositions and details I  
was creating with painting and 
drawing. It felt like for the first 
time I had control of what I 
wanted to do and make. I figure 
I'm not the only person to go 
through this. Despite current 
students being from a different 
generation, some are also going 
through the same mental  
process I did.

NUA KNIGHTS PROGRAM ASSISTANT & STUDENT ALUM

Sherly Torres

STUDENT ALUM

NUA has been a constant string in my life, one  

that has catalyzed my successful achievements 

outside and inside the classroom, through 

highschool and into college. Engaging in a  

co-creative/academic space like NUA has  

truly made me appreciate the meaning of 

aligning passion and purpose.

Angella
After participating in NUA as a high 
school student, I kept in touch with NUA 
leadership—leaning on them as mentors 
as I found my own path. I've now come to 
see them as close colleagues and friends. 
NUA has a magical way of bringing its own 
back into the fold to offer our time and 
talents. It’s been an honor to serve in various 
capacities over the years and to watch NUA's 
evolution as I’ve evolved into the adult  
that I am today.

FORMER BOARD MEMBER & STUDENT ALUM

Adrienne Adeyemi

RESIDENT ARTIST MENTOR & STUDENT ALUM

Having an adult to talk  
to, that’s not someone in 
my family and not some-
one who is an authority 
figure, has been a big 
influence. That experience 
has informed a lot about 
how I mentor and think 
about power dynamics— 
I’m a mentor, not an 
expert, and I make sure 
the students know that, 
and I think that evens  
the playing field a little.

Dana Heng
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CHAPTER 1: Data Gathering 

October 2021–April 2022

Providence artist-educator MJ Robinson facilitated this collective 

effort to re-examine our organization’s core documents. We 

found fun and engaging ways to collect thoughts, feelings, and 

ideas about NUA from stakeholders in our community: students, 

alumni, staff, board members, former staff, former volunteer 

mentors, and the general public.

Story-ified surveys 

We created sculptures that doubled as receptacles where  

students could respond to various prompts. Students from  

NUA Knights at Central High School fed their thoughts to an 

oversize rubber ducky, while students at NUA’s studio shared  

their responses with a fuzzy orange feedback monster. Many 

people also responded to an open online survey told from the 

perspective of the feedback monster.

Group workshops 

MJ facilitated several hands-on workshops with Studio Team 

Advisory Board (STAB) members, recent alumni, staff members, 

board members, and the 25th anniversary committee.

One-on-one conversations 

MJ interviewed several key members of NUA’s community.  

Most were identified by staff leadership, while some reached  

out for further discussion after participating in other parts  

of the process. 

Reviewing past language 

MJ looked at our existing language, including products of 

our most recent strategic planning process (such as our core 

practices), with fresh eyes and encouraged others to mark  

up our previous mission.

CHAPTER 2: Data Analysis and Drafting 

April 2022–August 2022

Co-writing 

A team of staff plus one board member collaborated with MJ 

to review community feedback and draft language, prioritizing 

current student and recent alumni voices in our writing process. 

STAB met to revise the working draft.

CHAPTER 3: Approving and Celebrating 

September–October 2022

STAB, staff, and board members met in September and  

voted to officially approve the new purpose, mission, and values.  

We partied with the new language at the 25th Gala celebration  

in October!

In 2022, we refreshed our purpose, mission, 
and values statements to better reflect our 
community as we look toward the next  
25 years. Here's how we did it! 

Mission
New Urban Arts is a welcoming community of high school 

students and adult mentors in Providence sharing space, skills,  

and resources to inspire creative expression. 

Purpose
NUA’s student-led approach to learning enables young people  

to discover their power and develop agency. NUA is a haven from 

the many pressures and systemic inequities young people navigate 

daily. Founded by artists in 1997, we are located in Providence  

on occupied Pokanoket, Wampanoag, and Narragansett land.

Vision
We believe that when we engage in relationships and environments 

that make us feel safe to be and become ourselves, our creativity 

and well-being flourish. By relaxing, making, teaching, and  

learning in community with each other, we expand our sense of 

what’s possible.

Values
Belonging: NUA’s weird an welcoming culture is created with 

and for young people in Providence. We embrace the power in 

our diverse identities, learning styles, and interests. We take care 

of ourselves, we take care of each other, and we take care of the 

spaces we share.

Agency: Our organization and programs are shaped in collabora-

tion with young people. Day-to-day, NUA students decide what they 

want to do and are free to come and go as they choose. Mentor-

educators are available to assist students in articulating and 

achieving their own goals—in their own way, at their own pace.

Access: NUA’s drop-in spaces, resources, and mentor support  

are free, flexible, and reliable.

Creativity: At NUA, we love that there is no one way to be or to 

do. We practice creativity by getting curious, making art, having 

fun, sharing, performing, exhibiting our work, planning for our 

futures, and celebrating each other.

Connection: NUA encourages openness and connection to new 

ideas, people, experiences, and possibilities. At NUA, young people 

form supportive friendships with peers and with adult role models 

who help students discover and become the adults they want to be.

The Story of New Urban  
Arts' Language

Pictured here are some of the creative 
tools that MJ Robinson created to solicit 
feedback on our mission, vision, and values. 
At the bottom of the page is MJ’s “feedback 
monster” which appeared in several forms 
throughout the process.

Cat drawing by student Philly Bellean, sculpture by an unknown 
student artist, and stuffed hot sauce packet flyers by Resident Artist 
Mentor Ian Cozzens.
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Staff
Addy Schuetz¯  

ALAS Coordinator

Andres Bonilla Garcia 
Resident Artist Mentor in Music

Dana Heng ¯ 
Resident Artist Mentor

Daniel Schleifer¯ 
Executive Director

Dean Sudarsky¯ 
Literary Arts Resident Artist Mentor

Ian Cozzens¯ 
Resident Artist Mentor

Jeannie Castillo-LaPierre  
Business Manager

Jobanny Cabrera ¯ 
Youth Programs Assistant

Joselina Fay 
Studio Director

Kevin Harper  
Operations Coordinator/ 
Resident Artist Mentor

Kelly Harlow 
NUA Knights Site Director

KP Peralta 
Studio Advocate 

Rebecca Kerner 
Development Associate

Sherly Torres   
NUA Knights Program Assistant

Tina Meetran   
Director of Development

2021-22 Studio Team 
Advisory Board (STAB)
Katrina “Leaf” Waldmanwerth

Nicole “Nico” Rabe

Liselis Reyes

Edwin Morgan-Law

Josephine “Josie” Harrison

Maloy Campbell

Brent Campbell

Board of Directors
Adrienne Adeyemi ¯

AJ Febles

Amy Punchak

Brenda de Santiago

Cassie Balzano

Corey Fontes,  
Vice Chair/Treasurer

Emily Gonzalez, Secretary

Jennifer Geller

Jennifer Petreccia

Jordan Seaberry

Judy Croyle

Marcela Betancur, Chair

Rodney Eric López

Wini Lambrecht

 New Urban Arts Alumni 

¯ New Urban Arts former Volunteer Mentor

2021-22 Wrap-up

People

Get Involved
Enroll as a Student anytime throughout the year by  

visiting our website to complete an online enrollment form: 

newurbanarts.org/enroll 

Follow us! Keep track of all the latest developments by  

following us on social media at: @newurbanarts 

Share New Urban Arts with friends who will connect with 

our mission. 

$371,900

$388,747

$99,102

$219,380

PPP Loan

Other Income
2021-22 Financials

NOTE: These financials for fiscal year 2021-22 (which began on July 1, 2021 and ended on June 30, 2022) are unaudited and will likely be adjusted during 

the audit process. These results exclude income and expenses from fiscal sponsorships and for our capital campaign. These results include the foregiveness of 

our Paycheck Protection Loan. Our surplus will help offset our deficit from 2019-20 (the first year of the pandemic). 

INCOME
$1,121,200

Other Income

Miscellaneous Income $38,194

Dividends and Interest $3,877

Other Expenses

Facility Expenses $36,556

Operations Expenses $68,112

Program Expenses $85,835

Other Expenses $27,022

Development Expenses $20,347

Contract Services $16,017

EXPENSES
$938,956

Other Expenses

$330,765 $241,247 
$113,056

Program & Artistic 
Salaries

Admin & Development 
Salaries

Fringe
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Thanks to our Capital Campaign Donors!

New Urban Arts is a Neighborhood Builder!
In November of 2022, New Urban Arts was named a 

Neighborhood Builder by Bank of America. New Urban Arts 

will receive a $200,000 grant over two years along with 

comprehensive leadership training for Executive Director Daniel 

Schleifer and Director of Finance and Administration Jeannie 

Castillo-LaPierre on topics ranging from increasing financial 

sustainability, management, and strategic storytelling. We will 

also join a peer network of organizations across the country.

These funds will be used to, among other things, provide  

raises to our staff, complete our capital campaign, cover  

rising healthcare costs, expand professional development  

around mental health first aid and restorative practices,  

and build capacity around financial management, database  

administration, and communications.

The Housing Network of Rhode Island was also named  

a Neighborhood Builder, and we are honored to share  

this award with them.

Individuals

Anonymous

Adrienne Adeyemi ê

Cassie Balzano and  
    Christopher Napa

Rick Benjamin  
  and Margaret Klawunn

Sarah Bernstein

Michaela Blandê

Laurie and Ruud Bosman

Grace and Jay Bright in honor  
    of Emmy Bright

Maria Ciminiê and Jay Weber

Marcus Civin

Judy Croyleê

Mr. and Mrs. Corey Fontesê

Michael Fournier and  
    David Liddle

Lois Harada

The Isenberg Family Foundation

Sarah Kern and Andy Black

Jori Ketten and Chris Erway

Winifred Lambrechtê

Pamela Laurenzoê

Rodneyê and Noni López

Hugh Peltzê and 
    Hilary Monbouquette

Jen Petrecciaê

Drs. Martha and Chuck Schleifer

Daniel Schleiferê  
    and Johanna Walczak

Jordan Seaberryê

Dr. Rebecca A. Silliman

Susan Smulyan

Aarav Sundareshê 
 and Katie Batchelder

Tatyana Yanishevsky 

Institutions 

Artists Development Fund at  
    the Rhode Island Foundation 

Bank of America Neighborhood     
    Builders

The Champlin Foundation

City of Providence, Department  
    of Art, Culture + Tourism, 

    ARPA Cultural Facilities Grant

City of Providence, Community 
    Development Block Grant  
    Program

The Nordson Corporation  
    Foundation

The Rhode Island State Council  
    on the Arts (RISCA)

Counterclockwise from top right: blueprints for the office 
annex and studio expansion, the completed annex, the annex after 
demolition but before construction, the 10-year time capsule we 
discovered during the renovation. The time capsule was placed inside 
of a wall when NUA first moved into our building in 2011.

Above: “NUA Girl” by alum Brianna Rose Brooks.

Below: New Urban Arts’ staff in the Spring of 2022; a Doritos 
doodle that Dean says was drawn by Dana, who says it was definitely 
drawn by Ian, who's pretty sure it was drawn by Dean. 

A Bigger Studio  
and a New Office
New Urban Arts’ 2019-24 Strategic Plan documented various 

challenges around congestion and privacy that undermined the 

quality and safety of our studio programs. Meanwhile, our staff 

had grown as well, leading to untenable crowding in our office 

area, which shared an open floorplan with our studio space. 

Thus, in spring of 2019, our board approved a capital project to 

purchase a small, abutting building (which we’ve dubbed “the 

annex”), create a dedicated office in said building, expand the 

studio, and link the two spaces.

We originally planned to break ground on construction in the 

summer of 2020, but various pandemic-related challenges forced 

us to split the project into two phases, starting Phase 1 in the 

summer of 2021. During Phase 1, we renovated the annex into 

an office space. During Phase 2, which took place from August-

December of 2022, we created an internal connection between 

the buildings, while renovating the studio to expand and improve 

our program space. Most notably, we renovated the photo 

darkroom, kitchenette, and screenprinting area. 

This project finally enabled New Urban Arts to have a real office 

space without sacrificing the proximity of our administrative 

staff to our programs. In addition, by creating an internal link 

between the two buildings, we were able to make the new office 

wheelchair-accessible.

  Former Student, Staff, Board; or Current/Former Mentor   ê  Current Staff, Board, or Committee Member    Monthly Sustaining Donor    

It's a space for me to grow as an artist 

and learn about myself and my art. 

I also get to meet people who are 

interested in creating and I get to  

be inspired by their work.”  

—NUA Student

New Urban Arts means lot to me.  

It's a place where I can do what makes 

me happy and feel completely safe.” 

—NUA Student

It is a space where my friends and I can 

come and have fun. It also feels like a 

space with adults that I can trust and 

talk to, and who care about me.”  

 —NUA Student



Michael Aaronson,  
Aaronson Lavoie Streitfeld 
Diaz & Co., P.C.

Lauren Abman

Adrienne Adeyemiê

Harry Adler

Alexandrina Agloro

Kristi and Lucien Agniel

Rosemarie Aguinaga

Marisa Albanese

Christina Alderman

Bethany Allard

Kristina Hines and  
Jim Almo

Ty Alper and Tamar L. Todd

Dr. David Ames and  
Dr. Carol Landau

Caroline Anderson Art

Jane Androski

Kwajo Ankoma

Pat and Charley Appleton,  
in honor of Myrth York  
& David Green

Lizzie Araujo

The Gottlob-Armburst 
Family Fund

Carol D. Armour and Louise 
E. Chapman, in memory  
of Carole Harman

Anonymous

John Arnold

Willow Ashman

Janet Austin and  
Kim Boekelheide

Hannah Ayotte

Aarav Sundareshê

Chellis Baird

Cassie Balzanoê  
and Christopher Napa

Paula Balzano

Bridget Baratta

Leora Barish

Daniel Baudouin

William Eyman and 
Raymond Beausejour

Becca Bender

Rick Benjamin and 
Margaret Klawunn

Will Fertman and  
Minda Berbeco

Jeremy Bernfeld

Sarah Bernstein

Douglas Best  
and Maureen Reddy

Marcela Betancurê

Chapman Bettis

Mark and Heather Binder

Michaela Blandê

Fabiola Bojanini and  
Alan Palmiter, in honor  
of Erica Palmiter

Doug and Jenny Boone

Gyna Bootleg

Laurie and Ruud Bosman

Catherine Bothe and  
Eamon Brown

Virginia Branch

Daria Phoebe Brashear

Timothy Brewer

Jeffrey and Jessica Brier

Grace and Jay Bright, in 
honor of Emmy Bright

Emmy Bright

Karen Brooks

Caitlin Saharek  
and Brigham Brough

Ellie Brown

Sara Bruno

Elizabeth Burke Bryant  
and Daniel Bryant

Hailie Brytowski, 
in honor of Glenn Buie  
and Sue Raleigh

Glenn Buie

The Frieda Mueller Fund  
at The New York 
Community Trust

Jesse Bushyhead

Teal Butterworth

James M Cain III

Rachel Calabro

Nate Callanan

Jake & Co.

Melani Cammett and  
Angelo Manioudakis

Tina Cane and  
Peter Crump

Linda and Mark Carlson

Dr. Roger Carlsten

Edwin and Pamela  
Carman, in honor of 
Vaughan Carman

Dr. Marshall Carpenter  
and Mary Kate Grzebien

Nancy Carroll

Dulari Tahbildar and  
Keith Catone

John Chamberlin

Ross Cheit and  
Kathleen Odean

Stephen Chevalier

Bill Cozzens and  
Carla Childs

Sebastian Ruth and  
Minna Choi

Franny Choi

Peter Chung

Maria Ciminiê  
and Jay Weber

William Cioffi, in honor  
of Nick Gomez Hall

Marcus Civin

Zachary Clark

Kim Cleary

Jeff Clements

Jeremy Sager and  
Paula Clements Sager,  
The Clements Foundation

Vernell Clouden-Duval,  
in honor of Claire Clouden

Joel Cohen and Andrea 
Toon, in honor of Jack  
and Sandy Richter

Laura Cohen

David Colannino

Karen Cole

Kath Connolly

William Connolly

Madelin Corado

Susan and Jean-Philippe 
Cordina

Denise and Joseph  
Cornwall, in memory of 
Morgan Stone

Beth Cotter and  
Stephen Dewitt

Ian Cozzensê

Rachel Cronin

Judy Croyleê

Jonah M. David

Jeff Davis

James Day

Sabrina De Santiago

Brenda de Santiagoê

Mike DeAngelis

Deb DeCarlo, in memory  
of Carole M. Harman

Adam Dellemonico

Tyler and Katherine 
Denmead

James V. DeRentis  
and Brett P. Smiley

Leo and Alice Dery

Sorrel Devineê

Ritik Dholakia

Gigi DiBello and  
Suzanne Fortier

Rose DiBenedetto

Cristina DiChiera  
and Neal Walsh

Molly Dickinson

Sara Dorsch and  
Omar Galarraga

W. Dos Santos

Gretchen Dow Simpson

Victoria and Mark Drozdov

Maddie Ulevich and  
Gabriel Drozdov

Madelynn Duarte

Shauna Duffy

Scott and Sheila Duhamel,  
in honor of Matthew 
Iannotti

Michael Sligar and  
Jane Duket, in honor of 
Maria Corvese

Carmel Dundon

Jonathan Dunneman

Wendy Edwards

Michael and Elaine Ellis, in 
honor of Carole Harman

Emily Ustachê  
and Mike Eng

Katherine and  
Michael Errecart

Christopher Erway  
and Jori Ketten

David Evans and  
Amy Parelman

Holly Ewald

Artists Development Fund 
at the Rhode Island 
Foundation

Faulkner Consulting Group

John Fazzino

AJ Feblesê

Susan Feeley

Caryl Feibelman

Alejandro Ferrer Machuca

Ellen Starr and  
Geoffrey Fitzgerald

Mollie Flanagan

Connie Fong

Becky Fong Hughes  
and Aaron Hughes

Mr. and Mrs. Corey Fontesê

Stephanie Fortunato

Michael Fournier  
and David Liddle

Glenn Fournier

Gwen Fournier, in honor of 
Winnie and Phil Fournier

Allan and Mickey Fournier

Michelina Fournier

Elizabeth Francis

Mara Harwel and  
Jasper Frank

Elaine Fredrick and  
Steven Gregory

Mark and Janet Freedman

Peter O'Neill and  
Lindsay French

Marie Gagnon

Wickford Art Association

Adrienne Gagnon and 
Manuel Cordero

Nancy Gaucher-Thomas

Jen Gellerêand  
Tom Hoffman

Bill George

Peter and Lucia Gill Case

Jeremy Giller

Gail Ginnitty

Daniel Gladstone

John A. Glasson, in honor  
of Tamara Kaplan

Elizabeth R. Glatzer

Emily Gonzalezê

Jodi Goodman

Anne Grant

Nancy Green

Myrth York  
and David Green

Briann Greenfield and 
Morgan Hanna

Margaret Griffin-Wilson, in 
honor of the Wilson Family

Annelise Grimm

Elizabeth Grossman

Amy Gui LICSW

Elia and Eric Gurna

Matthew Gutmann

Justin Hadsell

Melissa Hamlin

Christy Hammer

Sue Hanauer, in honor of 
Judy Croyle

Susan Harada, in honor of 
Paul I. Rubinfeld

Lois Harada

Richard L Harada

David and Catherine Harada, 
in honor of Lois Harada

Tamar Katz and Ed Hardy

Kevin Harperê and  
Janella Watson

Jenn Harris

Marianne Harrison

Beverly Haviland, in honor 
of Maggie Armstrong

Tacey Hellewell

Abel Hernandez

Samantha Hirsch

Peter Hocking

Michelle Wu and Dan Hodge

David Karoff and  
Barbara Hunger

Barbara Hurst

Shelly Hyson

Randall Imai

Wendy Ingram

The Isenberg Family 
Foundation

Janet Isserlis

Anisa Raoof and  
Douglas Itkin

Susanna Jackson and 
Benjamin Stroud, in 
memory of Dick Stroud

Andrea Katzman  
and Steve Jacobson

Andrew Jacques

Louis Jannetta

Lori and Brian Johnson

Eva Joly

Washawn Jones

Hilary Jones

Kenneth Kan

Tamara Kaplan  
and Breck Petrillo

Catherine Lund, City Kitty 
Veterinary Care for Cats

Sarah Kennedy

Shawn Kenney

Jeffrey Kerkhoff,  
Jephry Floral Studio

Barrett Kern

Sarah Kern and Andy Black

Donna Kerner

Amie and Nick Kershaw

Daniel Kertzner

Alyssa Kichula  
and Tom Iadecola

Paul F. and Joyce Kilmartin 
Beneficent Fund

Heather Kilmartin  
and Allyn Londregan

Soyeon Lucy Kim  
and John Eden

Clare King

Sean Kinsella

The Knight and  
Wright Family

Faith Knowles

Sheryl Kopel

Brad Krieger,  
Big Nice Studio

Martha Kuhlman

Linda Kushner

Winifred Lambrechtê

Craig Lamp and  
Leslie Speedie

The Langford/Nayak Family

Stephanie Larrieux

Pamela Laurenzoê

Christina Lawrence

Jazzmen Lee-Johnson  
and Kira Neel

Elizabeth Leeper

Tess Leighton

Ms. Shirley Guptill Lepore  
& Children Charitable  
Gift Fund

Jennifer and Scott Lial

Huey Lincoln

Dr. Evelyn Lincoln

Ann Lipsitt

Naoko Shibusawa  
and E. Andrew Lohmeier

John and Denise Lombardi

Denise Lombardo Myers  
and James Myers

Rodneyê and Noni López

Elizabeth Lowenhaupt

Cynthia M. Macarchuk 
Donor Advised Fund

John Mackenzie and  
Jane Slama-Mackenzie

Sophia Mackenzie  
and Tom Sprenkle

Andy MacMannis

Stephen Oesch  
and Joan Magagna

Michael Malardo and  
Jane Civins, in honor of 
Sherly Torres

Patrick and Lyn Malone

Heather Mangione

Paul Schierenbeck  
and David Mann

Kerci Marcello, in honor  
of Andrew March

Steven Mastroyin

Ellen Mayer

Mary and Don McClure

Miellette McFarlane

Paul and Lisa McGartoll, 
The McGartoll  
Family Fund

Gail McGowan

Micah Salkind  
and Ted McGuire

Emily McHugh

Meghann McKale

Deverin McNeill

Michele Meek

Tina Meetranê

Jacqueline Melissas

Jeff Melnick and  
Rachel Rubin

Marianne and  
Michael Migliori

Nancy and Josh Miller

Kiri Miller

Denise Monroe

Simon Moore

Mary Moore

Samantha Morse

Laura Moss

Owen Muir

Jeff Nelson

Eli Nixon

Rachel North

Roger and Barbara Nozaki

Deborah Obalil  
and Jim Olick

Carol and Michael O'Day

Michaela O'Donnell

Paul O'Hare

Paula Olsiewski and  
John Healey, in honor of 
Susan Smulyan

Lucia O'Reilly

Annalisa Oswald

Karen Otto

Nick Paciorek

Mary Lee Partington, 
in memory of Jonathan 
Tedford Partington

Jean and Mark Patiky

Nicole Payson

Hugh Peltzê and  
Hilary Monbouquette

Carole Ann Penney

Ramon Peralta

KP Peraltaê

Jessica Peters

Rachel Peterson

Carolyn Petreccia

David and Renee Petrillo

Julie Pittman

Joss Poulton

Rory Power

Amyê and Alexander 
Punchak

Suzan Raleigh

Sara Rapport

Cassidy Rehwaldt

Simony Resende

Victoria Restler

Nicholas Reville, on behalf 
of David Reville

Tina Tryforos and 
 David Reville

Lisa and David Rhoades

Jack and Sandy Richter

Waldy Ripoll

Constance and John Risica, 
in memory of Jeanne 
Risica

Elizabeth Roberts

Clay Rockefeller and  
Manya Rubinstein

Linda and David Rodgers,  
in honor of Emily Ustach 
and Mike Eng

Karen Romer

Michael Rose

Joe Furman and Reva 
Rossman, in honor of 
Daniel Schleifer and 
Johanna Walczak

Susan and Howard  
Rotblat-Howard

Kathleen Roth and  
Julia Gualtieri

Mark Rozencwaig

Nichole Rustin-Paschal

Nancy Safian and  
Jonathan Saltzman

Kaya Salem

Jessica Salemi-Sinclair

Liz Samuels

Kate Sanders-Fleming

Jadrian Sardiñas

Jason Sartwell

Cathy Saunders

Mark Sawtelle

Don Schim

Robert T. Schlageter 
Charitable Foundation,  
in memory of Daniel  
M. Scott

Daniel Schleiferê and 
Johanna Walczak

Richard Schleifer

David Schleifer and 
Jonathan Taylor

Drs. Martha and  
Chuck Schleifer

Ellen Schwartz

Douglass Scott, in honor  
of Jane Androski

Lucie Searle

Cheryl and  
David Senerchia

Glenn Shalan

Deming and Jane Sherman

Rachel Shipps

San Shoppell

Rocco Sicaê

Susan Sikov, in honor of 
Sarah Saulson

Dr. Rebecca A. Silliman

James Simon

Sheryl-Ann Simpson

Lisa Smulyan

Susan Smulyan

Betsy Smulyan

Howie Sneider

Gianna Sollitto

Chris Specce

Nina Stack and Bob Gould

Sue Standing

Ted Staples

Meredith Stern

Jodi Stern

Jenny Strauss

Laroyce Stringer

Nelson and Kelly Taylor

Kelly Taylor

Eric Telfort

David and Kristen Thomas

Barbara and Peter Thorton

Agatha Tong and  
Tak Chiu Yeung

Audra and Paul Tong

Jason Tranchida

Joe and Nancy Ustach,  
in honor of Emily Ustach

Eleanor Ustach, in honor  
of Emily Ustach

Heidi Vazquez

Dana M Ventura Biello

Michelle Veras

Nicole Verdi

David and Patti Walczak, in 
honor of Daniel Schleifer

Kilah Walters-Clinton

Amy & Irwin Weiss

Lee and Lisa Wesner

Christine and John West

Windsor Williams

Dan Winikur

Sara Woltz

Kathy Wotton

Tatyana Yanishevsky

Jason Yoon

Susan Zoll
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2022 Annual Campaign

Join our mailing list by emailing info@newurbanarts.org 

Sign up for e-news at http://bit.ly/NUAe-news

The Minerva Foundation

New Urban Arts 2022 Annual Campaign began on July 1, 2021 and concluded on  
June 30, 2022. If you find any errors or omissions, we apologize and ask that you  
please notify tina@newurbanarts.org.

PUBLICATION LAYOUT by Jane Androski 

  Monthly Sustaining Donor 

  Former Student, Staff, Board; or Current/Former Mentor 

 ê  Current Staff, Board, or Committee Member

Additional thanks to the following funders:  Black Philanthropy Bannister Fund, Emma G. Harris Foundation, Providence Shelter for Colored Children, and the Lloyd G. Balfour Foundation.

Donate! 
Become a Donor of tax-deductible art  

materials, equipment, or monetary gits.  

To inquire about in-kind donations,  

please email: becky@newurbanarts.org 

Donate through Paypal online at:  

newurbanarts.org/paypal 

or through Venmo at: 

newurbanarts.org/venmo
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Front cover: 25 years of student self-portraits.




